
NEWSFLASH

From the Principal 
Feast of the Visitation 

Talofa lava 

Today is the Feast Day of The Visitation, the day when Mary went to visit her cousin Elizabeth. It is an 
apt feast day to acknowledge as a Marist School and also after just celebrating Catholic Schools Day 
this week. On Tuesday we joined with Marist College and Marist Primary Herne Bay to celebrate Mass 
as Catholic Marist Schools. St Paul’s College also had some boys attend this celebration. Bishop Pat 
with Fathers Phillip and Rory led our Mass. It was a joyous gathering and we thank Mrs Raechelle 
Taulu (Principal), Sr Seine ( DRS) and all of the staff 
at Marist College who welcomed us to their place. 
The strong connections between our school and the 
College is heartening and we are mindful of the 
current Marist Sisters continuing support and their 
predecessors wisdom. We are truly blessed to be 
Catholic and Marist! 

Today I share with you part of a piece from the May 
Marist Messenger written by Fr Kevin Head SM. On 
the afternoon of Catholic Schools Day our children 
reflected on our three school values..Love (Aroha), 
Courage (Hautoa) and Compassion (Ngakau mahaki) 
and worked together to create some art pieces. As you read Fr Kevin’s piece keep in mind these three 
values and see how Mary, as our role model demonstrated each and every one of them.

Fr Kevin writes….“A visitation is more than just a visit. Its purpose is different, and it aims to achieve 
something. A visitation is a meeting that has, within it, a special meaning. Mary’s visitation to her 
cousin Elizabeth carries within it the meaning of the Son of God’s presence, the Word of God in Mary’s 
womb.

Mary’s visiting Elizabeth is a model for the way in which all of us, as followers of Christ, are invited to 
live our vocation. By visiting Elizabeth, staying with her and helping her, Mary expressed her love and 
care for her cousin. If you love people you go out of your way to express what it is in your heart, no 
matter how much it costs.
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We are to live big heartedly for others with immense generosity of spirit and will. Just as Mary 
brought Christ to John the Baptist and to Elizabeth and Zechariah, and just as Mary gave Christ to the 
world, we are to bring Christ’s love to people by living out our Christian vocation to the best of our 
ability.” 

All God’s Blessings 
Carolynn

 
Catholic Schools Day 
2019 
Together as Marists We Are One 

On the 28th of May at Marist School Mt Albert 
all of the students were ecstatic because this day 
was Catholic Schools Day. This means all the 
Catholic schools in NZ celebrate that they are 
Catholic schools and are able to learn all about 
the word of God and our Catholic faith.

Marist College and Marist Herne Bay and us 
celebrated together in the Marist college 
gymnasium. Bishop Pat, Father Philip and Father 
Rory came as well. When the Mass started we 
sung the opening hymn ‘Hearts on Fire’. The 
deputy head girl said the primary schools out-
sang Marist College leaving Mrs Allen with a big 
smile on her face! Near the end we led our own 
special song “The Marist Way”.

After mass all the students rushed to a 
classroom to eat their morning tea. After that all 
the boys immediately ran onto the soccer field 
and started playing, it looked like rugby when 
you kicked a soccer ball. Some girls were 

playing with their friends from Marist college. 
Some girls were playing on the playground.
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‘When you walk in the summer through the heat on the hill 

When you’re one with the wind, and one with God’s will, 

Be glad with the burden you are blessed to bear. 

For it’s Christ whom you carry everywhere, everywhere…..everywhere.’   

The Visit, by Patti Cohenour



NEWSFLASH
When we arrived back at our school Mrs Phillips 
generously let us have extra play. When we were 
called back to class, Mrs Esther told the year 6s 
that she had a job for us. The job was to help 
the juniors with art where we had to draw 
people. Halfway through the job it was 
lunchtime. After that we finished early enough 
so that the teacher let us watch ‘Tom and Jerry’ - 
it was  hilarious! 

Overall, it was a fun experience coming together 
with other Marist schools. 

By Louis, Zarah and Eli

What We’ve Been Up To! 
Teina Trip to Kelly Tarltons 

The Teina team had a fantastic time at Kelly 
Tarlton’s learning lots of neat stuff about life 
under the sea! 
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NEWSFLASH
2019 Auckland Writers Festival 

On Thursday 16th of May the Year Six children 
were lucky enough to be able to attend the 
Auckland Writers Festival.  

At the Writer’s Festival we had a great time 
listening to Frazer Smith, Sally Gardner, Bren 
MacDibble and Craig Phillips. The Writer’s 
Festival is a school programme for children to 
meet authors of all kinds of reality and 
imaginary books.  

We learned from Sally Gardner that even when 
you're young and you have something like 
dyslexia you can still grow up to achieve great 
things. She was dyslexic and her teachers said 
that she was unteachable. 

Frazer Smith entertained us with his funny 
stories about his teasing uncles while he read his 
book called “Awatea’s treasure” based on his 
childhood. 

Bren MacDibble was very interesting to listen to. 
She spoke about two books that she wrote, one 

of which was about a fungus that spread around 
the world, killing off all grasses. 

Craig Phillips did an amazing session about how 
to illustrate like him. We started off looking at 
some of Craig’s comics and then we were shown 
how he draws in three easy steps. 

All Year Six children from Marist learned many 
things and heard about the authors experiences. 
It was great opportunity to get to listen to some 
well known writers and illustrators.  

By Cyan Adarsh and Cameron Marshall, Room 3  
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AUCKLAND WRITERS FESTIVAL 
A POEM BY ROOM 2 YEAR 6 STUDENTS 
Fraser Smith Booby-traps, Crazy Uncles, Carrot the Parrot, hilarious, story-teller 

Bren McDibble Fungus, lives in a bus, inventive, science, future predictor 

Craig Phillips Creative, cartoonist, monsters, graphic designer, animals 

Sally Gardener Expelled, Inspirational, funny, Resilient dyslexic 

Writers Festival Uber-Eats, inspiring, entertaining, Baby Shark, sewer grate 



NEWSFLASH
Tuakana Trip to the Zoo 

An Amazing Trip to the Zoo 
By Brooklyn Rankin 

On Monday the whole of Tuakana went on a trip to the amazing and spectacular zoo.  In your head 
you might be thinking out of all the places in New Zealand why the zoo?  Well, you’re in luck because 
I have just the right answer!  It was because we had to learn how each animal adapts to their natural 
habitat, so I will tell you all about our spectacular trip to the zoo! 

First, we went to look at the ‘trunktacular’ elephants and did you know that lots of elephants get killed 
by people just for their tusks, for stuff like carvings and piano keys.  Well anyway, next we went to the 
flexible, pink flamingos.  It looked like some of them were having a secret conversation while the 
others were trying to show off their beautiful wings and one of the instructors showed us how to do 
the flamingo dance.  It was fun and cool and is when you do lots of head moves and turns. 

Last of all we saw the spotty cheetahs.  There were only two, but the cool thing about those two 
cheetahs is that they are twin sisters.  Did you also know that cheetahs can see as far as 5km or more?
After a while we sadly had to leave.  I felt sad that we had to leave, but I felt lucky and happy that we 
all got to go to the zoo.  One thing I learnt is that elephants adapt to their natural habitat by using 
their trunk to pick up stuff like food and dirt or they might even use it to move or push trees out of 
their way. 

Animal Adventure  
By Lucy Henshaw 

On Monday the whole of Tuakana went to the zoo!!  It was amazing.  I hadn’t been to the zoo for two 
or three years so there were lots of changes and new adventures. 

My first highlight was the elephants.  I learnt so much about the elephants – we even heard one of 
them do a trumpet.  The elephants are Asian and their names are Anjalee and Burma.  One is 12 and 
the other is 35.  They are so cute. 

Now my second highlight was the cheetahs.  Did you know cheetahs can see anything 5km away and 
they can speed up to 100km in 3 seconds, but they get tired very quickly. I found them so interesting.  
I mean can you imagine, they are so cool.  I think they looked so adorable as well. 

Finally my third highlight was the flamingos.  Every year at the same time they do a funny dance to 
find their partners.  Then the female lays her eggs and looks after them.  They are also pink because 
they eat lots of shrimp.  I will go again someday because I forgot how fun it was!   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Eden Albert Football 2019 

The Marist Goats 
By Jessica Clapham 

On the 21st of May a group of ten girls went to Western Springs 
Soccer fields to take part in a soccer tournament. We had 5 games. 
We tied 1, lost 2, and won 2. Overall we came 3rd in the whole 
tournament. It was a fun day full of laughter.  A huge thank you to 
our Marist College Coaches! 

The Marist All Stars 
By Oliver Russell 

All I can remember is as soon as we stepped onto the turf we felt 
proud to be in the A team and representing Marist School Mt. Albert. 
Now all we could hear was cheering from the sidelines. Isaac was 
running up the field and goal! Yay what a corner but it was an own 
goal. 5 mins later goal! (Final score was 2-0). We lost 2 games, we 
won 1 game and we tied 2 games.We played 5 games in total and we 
had so much fun! 

The Marist Mavericks 
By Ewan Short  
 
We had a great tournament we couldn’t have played any better our 
teamwork was brilliant. In our first game Eli gave us a head start and 
Toby ran off with the winner leaving the other team furious. It felt 
great to cheer from the sideline and soon after win the game. In our 
second game we were incredible and after Ewan scored we won the 
game we deserved. In the next game Rory’s double and Ewan’s goal 
made an unbeaten group stage.  We won again after Luke J scored a 
last minute goal. We were on a winning streak! After another win we 
were in the semi final! Sadly though, Gladstone beat us by 2 goals. 
We had a great time and played well in all 6 of our games. IT WAS A 
GREAT TOURNAMENT FOR THE MARIST B TEAM! 

  
The Marist Phoenix 
By Calvin Chittilappally  

We can still remember the excitement that coursed through our veins 
as we stepped onto the field. In our first game we tied 0-0 and that 
gave us hope but we lost all our other games. We had played really 
well despite a few injuries, our pride was not lost. We worked really 
well as a team and went on home knowing we tried our hardest.   
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NEWSFLASH
Climate Change 

On Friday 23rd May 107 children lay down on the front court.  
The reason they did this was to raise awareness of climate 
change.  Climate change is ruining our planet.  The organisers 
of this event made posters and took them to the classrooms 
inviting the children to take part.  The message was ‘Wake Up 
to climate change’.  We think 107 out of 285 students is a great 
success.  Thank you to all the children who participated. 

Frances Douglas and Jessica Clapham 

Diary Dates 
Monday 3rd June   Queen’s Birthday Weekend  

Friday 7th June                Whole School Cross Country 

Friday 7th June                 ‘I am Specials’ 2.30pm, St Mary’s Church 

Wednesday 12th June             Waenga Wastewise trip (Room’s 6 & 8) 

Friday 14th June                        Waenga Wastewise trip (Room’s 7 & 9) 

Friday 14th June                   Celebration Assembly 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church 

Saturday 15th June                 PTFA Casino Royale Evening 

Thursday 20th June     Eden Albert Cross Country 

Friday 21st June                        ‘I am Specials’ 2.30pm, St Mary’s Church 

Saturday 22nd June     St Mary’s Sacrament of Confirmation 

Sunday 23rd June     St Mary’s Sacrament of First Eucharist 

Friday 28th June                   Celebration Assembly 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church 

Thursday 4th July     Whole School Mass, 11am 

Friday 5th July     End of Term 2 2019  

                                                       ‘Mufti Mania’ 
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Catholic Character 
Food Bank - Donations Needed 

The St Mary’s Parish food bank is a service that operates throughout the year to assist people in times 
of need.  If you wish to bring in any food item, at any time, the Parish would appreciate your 
donation.  

	  
Marist Cafe - You’re Invited! 

You are invited to the MARIST CAFE! Come and 
join us on WEDNESDAY 19th JUNE AT 2.15pm 
in the staffroom for a cuppa, a biscuit and a 
chat. This is an informal gathering, initiated by 
the BOT special character group, and a great 
opportunity to meet and chat with other 
parents!  

St Mary’s Parish Caring Committee 

The Caring Committee at St Mary’s Parish have 
been asked to help local families who are feeling 
the cold.  If you have blankets you are able to 
donate please drop them off at Church by the 
food baskets or into the presbytery. 

 

Week	6 Room	6 Canned	Fish/Meat

Week	7 Room	7 Tins

Week	8 Room	8 Cereal/Longlife	
Milk

Week	9 Room	9 Rice/Pasta

Week	10 Room	10	and	11 Tins
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Condolences: 
We remember and pray 
for these families at this 
very sad time:   
The Rowe Family, The 
Lawson Family, The O’Donnell Family

Thank You: 
A big thank you to the students from Marist 
College who gave up their time to coach 
and umpire our girls and 2B teams at the 
Eden Albert Football Tournament.
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School Information 
Measles 

With measles spread throughout Auckland now, 
Auckland Regional Public Health Service is 
asking schools to prepare for possible measles 
cases.  There is information on measles for 
parents on the ARPHS website at the address 
below.  For information on possible exclusion of 
unvaccinated children please contact the school. 

http://www.arphs.health.nz/public-health-topics/disease-
and-illness/measles/ 

Travelwise 

IT IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY TO 
KEEP OUR CHILDREN’S SAFE! 

Keep our children safe…and park safe.  Please 
play your part by: 

• Always observing the parking restrictions near 
school 

• Always using the school patrol crossing 

• Choosing safety over convenience at all times 

• Develop your child’s road sense and please 
park away from school and let them walk the 
last 500m to school 

 

School Uniform 

Our school uniform is an 
important part of our school culture and 
students are expected to wear the correct 
uniform at all times including when they arrive 
and leave school each day.  If your child is in 
incorrect uniform for a day or two a note must 
be brought to the class teacher.  Any long term 
problems need to be discussed with the teacher 
or with Mrs Phillips. Watches and simple pierced 
earring studs are acceptable but no other 
jewellery may be worn.  Nail polish is not 
allowed.  Hair accessories should be simple and 
match the uniform i.e. black, blue or white. 

Clothes for play during winter:                         
As winter approaches and wet weather becomes 
more frequent we ask that the children from 
Yr2-6 who wish to play on the field bring old 
clothes and appropriate footwear as well as a 
towel for daily use. This gear can be kept in a 
named plastic/reusable bag during the week 
and taken home for a weekend wash. Hopefully 
this will keep their uniforms from getting too 
dirty during the week. 

Absentees 

A reminder if your child is absent, please 
telephone 846-7408 or email the office 
absent@marist.school.nz by 9:00am.  

If your child is late (i.e. arrives after 9am) they 
need to be signed in at the school office before 
going to class. 

If you need to take your child out of school for 
an appointment, please advise their class 
teacher in person or by email. Once you are at 
school to collect your child, please sign them out 
at the school office. 
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PTFA 
Casino Royale 
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Thanks to our Sponsors 
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