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Catholic Special Character External Review 

We are very happy to share the summary from our Catholic Special Character External Review Report. 
This link takes you to the full report https://www.marist.school.nz/our-catholic-special-character/ 

Pentecost 
The Upper Room 

We have to wonder - what were the faithful thinking and feeling when they gathered together in The 
Upper Room at the time of Pentecost?

Pentecost is a Jewish Festival celebrating Moses receiving 
God’s Law on Mt Sinai. The last Jewish festival was Passover - 
50 days ago - the day before Jesus was crucified. Many people 
from other towns and countries had gathered in Jerusalem for 
Pentecost. It is also only a week after Jesus has ascended into 
heaven.

The faithful had gathered in order to choose a new disciple to 
take the place of Judas. Matthias was chosen. 

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all 
joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

Acts 1:12-13

Following are reflections, by students and teachers, imagining 
they were there - in The Upper Room.

Images by Olivia Menezes and Frances Douglas, Room 1

14 MAY 2019
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I Am Peter

By Jessica McVey

Hi I am Peter and I was closest to Jesus.  We were in Jerusalem in the Upper Room with lots of people 
gathered together. I was frightened because Jesus ascended into Heaven and he had also promised the 
Holy Spirit would come. I didn’t understand.  We waited in the Upper Room praying.  Jesus’ Mum was 
there too. While I was there, I was thinking why did Jesus leave me again? Then suddenly a gust of 
wind came and flames of fire appeared above our heads.  We looked at each other in shock and then I 
realised that it was the gift of the Holy Spirit that Jesus had promised. I opened my mouth and started 
talking in different languages. I walked outside and everyone was amazed to see and hear us talk in 
their own language.  Then I stood up and told everyone about my amazing friend - Jesus.

14 MAY 2019

Mary Magdalene

By Natalie Verschuur, Room 2

Everyone gathered in the Upper Room. We were crammed in. We all missed Him, no one knew what 
to do now Jesus was gone. He was our leader - our Saviour. I don’t know what to think, so I pray - 
pray about Jesus. At that moment I remembered Jesus was going to send an Advocate, one who will 
be there for us... 

I am shaking with fear. Jesus? What is this? The wind blowing through the room. A storm? Then fire, 
tongues of fire appearing on everyone right here in this room! A moment later, we are all silent. I feel 
this energy rush through my body, When I speak...what?What am I saying? I’m speaking another 
language - yet everyone understands me! They can hear us talking in their own language. 

All at once, I don’t feel scared anymore. I feel like Jesus is with me. The Holy Spirit has come.

       By Camryn Anetone, Room 9             By Tara Hart, Room 9 
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The Upper Room 

By Christine Allen

I could hear the voices as I climbed the stairs - Peter forceful and loud, Mary conciliatory and calming. 
I entered the room to be greeted by the ten or so who had already gathered.

My eyes filled with tears as I saw the brothers of Jesus standing with Mary their Mother, supporting 
her as she spoke to James and Andrew, recalling that first day they had answered her son’s call.

If I, as a friend and apostle of Jesus felt bereft, how must his younger brothers feel about losing their 
sibling? How must Mary feel at losing her son?

Suddenly the room was filled with the sound of a wind and tongues of fire appeared over each of us.

At once I felt strengthened, energised, hopeful. Just as I had felt when in the company of my friend 
Jesus, I now felt that same feeling - more than comradeship - a brotherhood, a solidarity, a purpose, a 
fulfillment. 

14 MAY 2019

The Coming of The Holy Spirit 

By Heidi Dennis, Room 3 

I was sitting there, praying and praying. I was with Peter, Mother Mary, Luke, John, Mark and 
Matthew. We were all praying to God. We all felt a gush of wind. I opened my eyes and looked at 
Peter. I was shocked!I said to Peter “You have fire on your head”. We both looked around, we all had 
fire above our heads. Mary was so calm. I now understood that when I died, I would be with Jesus. 

I started to speak but I had no idea what I was saying. We were all speaking in different languages. 
People came and were amazed! Then I realised, the Holy Spirit had come to us. 
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Do You Know?…….. 
This is the first in a series of snippets of information to explore and explain what our new improved 
learning environments (ILE) will look like, sound like and feel like? When planning our new school we 
have all been guided by a variety of research projects, proven effective practice, and Ministry of 
Education guidelines. 

Improved learning environments acknowledge that all learners learn in different ways, and at times 
learners may need to work together or alone, in silence or with noise, standing or sitting, passively or 
actively, with technology and without it, indoors and outdoors. Inclusive, flexible, responsive 
environments are those that provide opportunities for all of these. Our ILE will allow the teachers to 
design group based activities to take place in collaborative zones, or encourage reflection or reading in 
quiet zones. 

Flexible learning spaces (or ILEs) get the basics right, by providing good acoustics, lighting, 
technology, heating and air quality. The Ministry prioritises these core elements when building or 
upgrading a classroom as the evidence shows that getting these elements right can be linked to 
student outcomes. We will work to ensure our environment adapts to the child rather than the other 
way around.  

Here is a small glimpse of the exterior of our new ILE  

We will set up a wondering box for parents/caregivers in the office foyer. Please add you wonderings 
to this box. The children will begin their inquiry/wondering in Term 3. 

Watch this space!!! 

All God’s Blessings 
Carolynn

14 MAY 2019
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What We’ve Been Up To! 
         
Abann’s Visit 

By Luca Smith Dos Santos 

On the 4th of June 2019 Abann Yor from South 
Sudan came to talk about his life story. It was 
super amazing. We were grateful for having him 
because we have been studying all about South 
Sudan.  Abann grew up and his dad sent him to 
North Sudan with his brother. He traveled to 
North Sudan by ship up the river Nile. Sadly, his 
dad got killed during the war while building a 
building and one of his brothers, William was  
also killed. One thing about North and South 
Sudan is that the North is Muslim and the South 
is Christian so he had to live in a Muslim 
country for a little while then moved to the 
Middle East by plane. When he moved to New 
Zealand he knew nothing about this country. He 
did not know what it was like, where it was and 
how he would get a job here in New Zealand. So 
because he couldn’t get a job he decided to 
make an organisation to help refugees and this 
is now his job...but that’s another story.  

Chess Tournament 

We are very proud of the 16 Year 4-6 students 
who took part in the cluster chess tournament at 
Gladstone Primary last Thursday 6th June.  The 
team had loads of fun playing against students 
from Gladstone and Marshall Laing Primary.  
The first 3 places went to girls from Marshall 
Laing Primary.  It was the first tournament for 
many and they all tried their very best and 
showed great sportsmanship.  The Chess Club 
are always looking for new players and and 
practise in Room 2 on Friday lunchtimes for 
anyone interested. 

A special congratulations to Johann Jomy and 
Maximus Alafriz who won merit awards and 
Season Go who won a credit award. 

Hockey 

Much fun was had when we all had a free 
hockey lesson! 

14 MAY 2019
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Cross Country 

Yesterday, thanks to a break in the weather, we made it to Fowlds Park for our Whole School Cross 
Country.  It is always a vibrant event where the children show off their house colours and chants and 
their fabulous determination - and yesterday was no exception!  There was some amazing running and 
even more amazing sportsmanship shown.  The first 6 children home in each Year 4 to 6 race will go 
on to represent the school at the upcoming Eden Albert Cross Country Tournament. 

A huge congratulations and thank you to Rosemary Young for organising such a 
successful event.  A very big thank you too, to all the hard working parents who gave up 
their time to help - we couldn’t make these days happen without you! 

14 MAY 2019

Cross Country Results 
Year 6 Boys 
1. Finley deQuaasteniet 
2. Blake Proffit 
3. Ben Ivicevich 
4. Dominic McVey 
5. Isaac Casey 
6. Vinn Watts 

Year 6 Girls 
1. Anna Hyde 
2. Frances Douglas 
3. Nikita Thompson 
4. Lucy Henshaw 
5. Beth Gunns 
6. Taylor Clayton 

Year 5 Boys 
1. Freddie Lockie 
2. Louis Pickering 
3. Luke James 
4. Luke Kelly 
5. Daven Garcia 
6. Nico deMooy 

Year 5 Girls 
1. Amelia Meyer 
2. Esther Thompson 
3. Taylor Curry 
4. Isobel O’Brien 
5. Coco Sundar 
6. Sophia Henry 

Year 4 Boys 
1. Luke Aldous 
2. Finn Molloy 
3. Nate Proffit 
4. Cormac Casey 
5. Caleb Vincent 
6. Fearghus Marshall 

Year 4 Girls 
1. Azrielle Perez 
2. Willoughby Gunns 
3. Cassandra Candy 
4. Isabelle Morrison 
5. Brooke Clayton 
6. Jessica McVey 

Year 3 Boys 
1. William Flannagan 
2. Harrison Skewes 
3. George Thompson 
4. Gus Lockie 
5. Cameron Ross 
6. Luka Tolich 

Year 3 Girls 
1. Maria Clara Smith Dos 

Santos 
2. Georgia Ivicevich 
3. Naila Rice-Clark 
4. Caylin Mitchell 
5. Emma Johnson 
6. Rose Alafriz  

Year 2 Boys 
1. John Gould 
2. Elliot James 
3. Levi Vincent 
4. Ethan Proffit 
5. Otis Munro 
6. Hunter Proffit 

Year 2 Girls 
1. Ava Wynyard 
2. Indie Teagle 
3. Willow Goldsack 
4. Chloe Cheng 
5. Kate Kelly 
6. Lucy Gray 

Year 1 Boys 
1. Francis Igarta 
2. Ryan Garcia  
3. Emilio Martinez 
4. Tas Hatcher 
5. Alex Butchard 
6. Hugo Lawton 

Year 1 Girls 
1. Olivia Lawson 
2. Sophie Wessels 
3. Valentina Palmeri 
4. Niamh Wynyard 
5. Violet Stevens 
6. Chiara O’Connor
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Eco-Team Update 

The Eco-team have started collecting bread tags. These will be 
recycled to fund wheelchairs for needy South Africans.  Drop off your 
bread tags in the box outside Room 6. Help the environment and 
support people in need. 

For more information see www.breadtagsforwheelchairs.co.za 

Remember you can also drop off your empty toothpaste tubes outside 
Room 6 too! 

Plastic-free Wednesdays!: Room 7 have organised “Plastic-free 
Wednesdays”. They will be spotting children with litterfree 
lunchboxes and awarding house points. Here are some they spotted 
this….keep up the great work! 

WHAT is a litterfree lunch...  

• A lunchbox without soft packaging from muesli bars, biscuits, fruit 
etc. 

• A soft plastic free lunchbox i.e. no plastic bags or glad wrap as these 
are so light that they are the main types of litter we see blowing 
around the playground. They quickly reach the storm water drains 
that flow in to the ocean endangering marine life  

• A lunchbox free of juice boxes and ‘suckies’. Just a water bottle is 
all the hydration needed.  

• A lunchbox free of yoghurt pots.  

The Eco-team and Frances have been working hard on our 
butterfly garden. We have lots of caterpillars at the 
moment… take a moment to have a look.  You can also 
check out our amazing new 
sign!   

Thanks from the Eco-team! 

14 MAY 2019

http://www.breadtagsforwheelchairs.co.za/?fbclid=IwAR0Z-i1fLaRytfsWVR_Eo6cNjpJR2iT0HhjKXHIgQX94zFmgkNeXYhjQ4z0%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Diary Dates 

Saturday 15th June                 PTFA Casino Royale Evening 

Thursday 20th June     Eden Albert Cross Country 

Friday 21st June                        ‘I am Specials’ 2.30pm, St Mary’s Church 

Saturday 22nd June     St Mary’s Sacrament of Confirmation 

Sunday 23rd June     St Mary’s Sacrament of First Eucharist 

Friday 28th June                   Celebration Assembly 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church 

Thursday 4th July     Whole School Mass, 11am 

Friday 5th July     End of Term 2 2019  

                                                       ‘Mufti Mania’ 

Catholic Character 
Food Bank - Donations Needed 

The St Mary’s Parish food bank is a service that operates throughout the year to assist people in times 
of need.  If you wish to bring in any food item, at any time, the Parish would appreciate your 
donation.  

	  

Week	8 Room	8 Cereal/Longlife	
Milk

Week	9 Room	9 Rice/Pasta
Week	10 Room	10	and	11 Tins

14 MAY 2019
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Marist Cafe - You’re Invited! 

You are invited to the MARIST CAFE! Come and 
join us on WEDNESDAY 19th JUNE AT 2.15pm 
in the staffroom for a cuppa, a biscuit and a 
chat. This is an informal gathering, initiated by 
the BOT special character group, and a great 
opportunity to meet and chat with other 
parents!  

St Mary’s Parish Caring Committee 

The Caring Committee at St Mary’s Parish have 
been asked to help local families who are feeling 
the cold.  If you have blankets you are able to 
donate please drop them off at Church by the 
food baskets or into the presbytery. 

Student Work    
Generosity Mood Poem 

By Kristoffer Wilkening, Room 7 

Generosity is bright green grass on a summer day 
Generosity looks like people helping other people out 
Generosity feels like someone putting a clean plaster on someone else 
Generosity sounds like someone lending someone something without 
arguing 
Generosity is an act of kindness 
Everyone can be generous 
We need to use generosity using our head, heart and hands 

 

14 MAY 2019
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Peace Mood Poem 

By Raphael Perillo,  

Peace is yellow and orange like the flames of the Holy Spirit 
Peace looks like people playing gently with their friends 
Peace feels like a river so still 
Peace sounds like peaceful music running down my ears 
Without peace there is chaos and war 

Submarine Adventure 

By Hunter Proffit, Room 11 

Me, Otis, Nico and Elliott went in a submarine. First we went through the brightness of the sunlight 
zone. Then the water turned dark blueish purple. We had entered the twilight zone. We saw a 
mysterious shark chasing a sperm whale. We named it a Merkhins Shark. It's bite force is 70 tonnes 
and it's related to the Megalodon.  

School Information 
Measles 

With measles spread throughout Auckland now, Auckland Regional Public Health Service is asking 
schools to prepare for possible measles cases.  There is information on measles for parents on the 
ARPHS website at the address below.  For information on possible exclusion of unvaccinated children 
please contact the school. 

http://www.arphs.health.nz/public-health-topics/disease-and-illness/measles/ 

Lost and Found 
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http://www.arphs.health.nz/public-health-topics/disease-and-illness/measles/


NEWSFLASH 9

Community 
YMCA Holiday Programme 

We've just launched our fun and 
active Holiday Programme for July! 

Starting on the 8th of July and going 
through till July 19th - jump onto our website for a Holiday Programme timetable and to register 
online. 

Offering 3 programmes, 5-10 years in-house or excursion as well as 10-15 years in and out. 

Also check out the Gymnastics and Basketball Sports Skills Courses on the 17th and 18th July. 

Programmes run from 9am till 3pm with drop off from 7.30am and pickups until 6pm at no extra 
charge. 

Jesus Christ Superstar 

14 MAY 2019
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Thanks to our Sponsors 

14 MAY 2019


