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Newsflash 8, 28 May 2020

Talofa lava Marist whanau,
A big thanks to all for your support in re-engaging with school life under Level 2. It’s been another big
shift for all of us, not least our children who have displayed adaptability and resilience in returning to
school.
I have been reflecting on the unintended benefits of “level 2 life”, and one which stands out to me is
the increasing independence and confidence our students have been displaying. Many of them have
had a routine of being accompanied to the classroom by a parent each morning, yet over the last
couple of weeks they’ve had to do their farewells at the gate, greet myself, a teacher, or another senior
staff member and most recently our fabulous Year 6 students.

I have been talking with our staff about having a mindset of “moving forward to school” not “going
back to school” and this is helping us to continue focusing on the positives. The teachers are saying
that the children are settling well into the start of the day and are enjoying reconnecting with their
friends. The gently, gently approach of transition has been embraced by most and the casual approach
to uniform has been appreciated. Therefore next week the ‘casual’ approach will remain so everyone
has the opportunity to ensure the correct full winter uniform from Monday 8th June please. Second
Hand Uniforms are available; please make contact with the lovely ladies at the office.
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I encourage you as parents to think about how we can continue to support our children in becoming
more confident in these kinds of situations, especially around drop off and pick up times. While we are
very keen to relax some of our current restrictions, and will do so later in the term subject to the
Prime Minister’s announcements, we should also look to build on some of the positives from this
time. You may also be aware of some positives for your family.

“Better Together” Conversations
At the end of this term on Tuesday 30th June and Wednesday
1st July we will provide opportunities for parents, children
and teachers to meet either via Zoom or at school and have
an opportunity to reflect and discuss your child’s learning,
progress and well-being. As a team (parents, children,
teachers) we will then be able to set some next steps for your
child. The shared information will inform the learning and
continue to build whanau/school partnership. More detailed
information will be shared.

Gate Arrangements
As we remain under Level 2 the drop off/pick up arrangements will continue with parents farewelling
& greeting children at the gate. A friendly reminder to please keep the footpath clear as it has shared
public use and social distancing is still part of the COVID-19 Level 2 requirements. What a great
opportunity to reconnect with friends at one of our local cafes to support their businesses!
Due to ever changing circumstances for some of you as a family, please let us know if you need to
change your pick up time and/or gate by Sunday evening.
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Our School
Samoa Language Week
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Blanket Buddies
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