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Newsflash 9, 12 June 2020

Dear Marist Whanau,
Over the last three weeks we have re-settled with our children back into school life. We have reconnected with our children and shared our ‘lockdown’ stories. We have been mindful of each other's
well being and the varied levels of anxiety as we return to a new ‘normal.’
I am sure you were as pleased as I was to hear the Prime Minister’s announcement about moving to
Alert Level 1. Our school continues to be safe to attend, including any staff and children who are
considered more vulnerable to COVID. We have a good cleaning routine in place, people who are sick
are staying at home and we continue to encourage good hygiene practices.
We are supporting contact tracing by having QR code posters at our entrances – so if you haven’t
already downloaded the NZ COVID Tracer app the Ministry of Health’s NZ-COVID Tracer app page has
information to help you do that. This is encouraged but not compulsory.
We can now look forward to inter-school and community sport, cultural events, liturgies and
performances and to welcoming all of our school community on site for these activities. We will
amend our Celebration Assembly timeline and share that with you.

Better Learning Conversations
With a time of unprecedented change we have reflected and embraced this as an opportunity to
strengthen our home/school partnerships. We have shared with our children their experiences of
online home learning and talked about the best things and the hardest things about home learning. It
is timely to review and reflect on the teaching and learning (child/whanau/teachers) that took place
during lockdown and the opportunities, concerns, questions, queries and benefits that may have arisen
from this experience.
So that we can gather everyone’s voice we have reshaped our student led conferences - we will be
having Better Learning Conversations where the child, whanau and teachers will discuss/share their
thoughts and opinions around the Key Competencies, Lockdown Learning and work together on
formulating the child’s next learning steps.
You play a key part in these conversations and I strongly encourage you to make time to attend and
contribute to a session on either Tuesday 30th June 1-6pm or Wednesday 1st July 3-6pm; come
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along and work with your child/ren and their teachers in setting the next steps of their learning
journey. If you are in need of ‘childcare’ (for your other child/ren) while you are at your ‘Better
Learning Conversation’ we will have the library open with a supervising adult.
Details on booking time slots for your conversations will follow next week.
During Term 3 we will also provide opportunities for you to join the children in their school learning
environment and see teaching and learning in action. Academic progress and achievement will be
shared with you throughout the remainder of the year in a digital form and as always teacher/whanau
appointments can be made for before or after school.
We look forward to reconnecting with each other, learning from this experience and enhancing the
benefits of this time apart.
As always we welcome any concerns, questions, queries or ideas. Please be in touch if you require
support in any way.
All God’s Blessings
Carolynn

School Drop Reminder
The majority of families shared that they are happy to continue dropping their children off at the
school gates and we will fully support this. We will also support those families who wish to accompany
their children to their hubs.
We look forward to seeing you around the grounds again.
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Asking A Different Question?
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So as to gain a greater insight into your child/ren's day, check out below 50 alternative questions you
might ask your child/ren at the end of the day so as to get them talking and sharing their day with
you.
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Thoughts And Prayers
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Please keep the Courtney and Smith Families, who have lost a close
family member, in your thoughts and prayers at this time. We continue to
pray for those in our community who are unwell at the moment.

Welcome
A very big welcome to all our new families. It is wonderful to have you as part of our Marist Family
and we look forward to you being a part of our fantastic community.

Happy Birthday!
Wishing everyone who has had a birthday over the last 2 weeks, or who has a birthday coming up in
the next week, lots of love, joy, happiness, and good health for the year ahead. Happy Birthday!!!

PTFA
Easter Raffle
The Easter Raffle has been
drawn! Congratulations to
our lucky winners:

Eden Park Blocks: Fouhy Mullin Family
Farro Hamper: Sandra Welch (Grandma of the Clifton’s and Welch-Lawrence’s)
Pure Fiji Pack: Taulu Family
Uniform Vouchers: Lennart Royas
Smiggle Bag 1: Sam Family
Smiggle Bag 2: Wilbur Winterbourne (Cousin of the Lockie’s)
Bonus Awards (for selling a complete book of tickets): Bowes, Iti, Menezes
and Welch-Lawrence Families

Sausage Sizzle!
With the move to Alert Level 1 we can kick off our monthly sausage sizzles again. Forms will be
coming home with your children next week and the next sausage sizzle will take place Friday 26
June.

Scholastic Book Club
Going forward, in the way of Laudato si and caring for our environment, we have decided to no longer
send home hard copies of the Scholastic Lucky Book Club flyers. We will instead alert parents to new
issues via email.
You will still able to place an order as you normally would by visiting the Scholastic website. Your
order will be processed in the same way, and delivered to our school. This month it’s a fantastic
Bumper Issue, with a selection of 400 titles, and 170 of them $10 or under - see link below.
Please feel free to shop at your leisure from the comfort of your home.
https://www.scholastic.co.nz/media/4922/nz_bc_320.pdf
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Our School
Hub 5 - ‘i is for ice cream’!

Sophia. B, Maia. M & Letiara. P
Aelius. D & Fraser. E
Nina. P & Pamela. P
George. S & Isaiah. L

Sticky Ice Science with Hub 1

Rain. G, Cameron. W, Xavier. T
& Daven. G
Click on the link to learn all about it:

Hub 1 Sticky Ice Science
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Hub 2 - Pentecost & The Holy Spirit
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Since Jesus has been crucified we have been hiding. One night we were all praying like normal
and a flicker of light ran through us. After that, I felt something warm above my head. I looked
around, I could not believe my eyes. It was a flame of fire on every head. I tried to speak, instead
of my normal language I spoke a different language. We went outside and we spread the good
news about Jesus.
Thomas. A
Since Jesus was crucified we have been hiding in the upper room. Suddenly strong winds broke
the window and I got very scared. Then there was something in me that told me not to be
scared. I felt the Holy Spirit was in me. The other disciples and I started to speak lots of different
languages. We were not scared anymore. We travelled to different countries and spread the
great news about Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
George. T
On the day of Pentecost, in the upper room, me and the other Disciples and Mary were
transfixed. Suddenly a gush of wind like a hurricane. I got a horrid fright. A sizzle of fire was on
everyone’s head. It touched our head. I felt a spark in my heart of joy and delight. I noticed that
the gush of wind and the flicker of fire was the holy spirit and I ran outside and spread the Word
of the Lord.
Alistair. G

May. F

Emma. J

w. M

Ava. I

Sienna. Q
Brooke. C
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Hello, Goodbye - Hub 1
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By Lucy. M

By Jack. G

By Sophia. C
12 JUNE 2020

Give A Kid A Blanket
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Thank you so much for your very generous donations of blankets and warm clothing for the ‘Give A
Kid A Blanket’ organisation. Bernie, a representative from the organisation, came and collected the
enormous haul last week and was extremely grateful. Our Marist in Action Team and House Captains,
who organised the collection, were featured on the ‘Give A Kid A Blanket’ Facebook page.
If you have any further donations the link below lists drop off points:
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2661743390747686&id=1612453109010058

Diary Dates
Term 2 - Wednesday 15th April to Friday 3rd July
Friday 3rd July - Teacher Only Day
Term 3 - Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September
Friday 25th September - Teacher Only Day
Term 4 - Monday 12th October to Tuesday 15th December
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Catholic Character
Marist Meals - Made With Love
This term we are continuing with Marist Meals - a pastoral care initiative. These meals are provided to
families in the school and parish community when a little extra support is needed (e.g. a new baby,
sickness, bereavement).
If you would like to contribute we welcome any homemade or bought meals or baking for our
freezer. Containers are available from the school office.

2020 Sacramental Programme
Please see below the amended dates for this years Sacramental Programme.
• Sacrament of First Reconciliation - Wednesday 24 June, 7pm in the Church.

Refresher class - Sunday 14 June & Parent Session - Sunday 21 June at 8.45am
• Sacrament of Confirmation - Saturday 5 September, 2pm in the Church

Confirmation Classes at 8.45am on Sunday 26 July & 2 August, Parent Session on Sunday 9 August
• Sacrament of First Eucharist - Sunday 6 September, 10am in the Church

Eucharistic Classes at 8.45am on Sunday 16 & 23 August, Parent Session on Sunday 30 August
Classes to be held in the Marist School Hubs.

Food Bank - Donations Needed
The St Mary’s Parish food bank is a service that operates throughout the year to assist people in times
of need. At present they are particularly short of tinned foods, pasta, rice and longlife milk. If
you wish to bring in any food item, at any time, the Parish would appreciate your donation.
This year we are continuing to run our weekly donation suggestions by Hub also - see table below although please feel free to bring any items any week!
WEEK

HUB

PANTRY

9

1&2

Rice/Pasta

10

3&4

Tins

11

5

Longlife Milk & Cereal

12

1&2

Spreads
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Call for Altar Servers
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St Mary’s Parish is looking for new Altar Servers. If your child is interested - including any Year 7 and
8 siblings - please contact the Parish Office on 846 6775 or by emailing office@mtalbertcatholic.org.nz

Our Community
College Newsletters
Marist, St Peters and St Pauls College
newsletters can be accessed using the
following links:

http://www.maristcollege.school.nz/WebSpace/925/
http://www.st-peters.school.nz/newsletters
http://www.stpaulscollege.co.nz

YMCA Holiday Programme

Health & Sports - Swimming
Lessons
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