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Newsflash 11, 24 July 2020

Dear Marist Whanau,
Saturday 25th July is the feast day of St James the Apostle.
The story of St James is recorded below and Jesus reminds
us of the call to service and that of servant leadership. As
we continue to prepare our children for a life of encounter,
we must continue to focus on our school values of Aroha
(love), Hautoa (courage) and Ngakau mahaki (compassion)
in light of a call to service. Our Vision says that ‘With the
loving, faith-filled support of their whanau, school and
parish, our Marist tamariki learn and grow towards
becoming all God created them to be’.
Throughout the experience of a global pandemic many of our children, your children and your
families provided extraordinary service towards others whether that was financial, providing food,
connecting via phone/email, praying...these opportunities for a greater connection with others needs
to continue.
This term there will be a variety of opportunities for you to connect with others in our community.
Please take the time to make note of some of these and pop them into your calendars.
ME MAHI TAHI TATOU
MO TE ORANGA O TE KATOA
We should work together for the wellbeing of everyone

Saint James the Apostle’s Story
This James is the brother of John the Evangelist. The two were called by Jesus as they worked with
their father in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus had already called another pair of brothers
from a similar occupation: Peter and Andrew. “He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son
of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them.
So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him” (Mark
1:19-20).
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James was one of the favoured three who had the privilege of witnessing the Transfiguration, the
raising to life of the daughter of Jairus, and the agony in Gethsemane.
Two incidents in the Gospels describe the temperament of this man and his brother. Saint Matthew
tells that their mother came—Mark says it was the brothers themselves—to ask that they have the
seats of honour in the kingdom. “Jesus said in reply, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Can you
drink the cup that I am going to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We can’” (Matthew 20:22). Jesus then told
them they would indeed drink the cup and share his baptism of pain and death, but that sitting at his
right hand or left was not his to give—it “is for those for whom it has been prepared by my
Father” (Matthew 20:23b). It remained to be seen how long it would take to realise the implications of
their confident “We can!”
The other disciples became indignant at the ambition of James and John. Then Jesus taught them all
the lesson of humble service: The purpose of authority is to serve. They are not to impose their will on
others, or lord it over them. This is the position of Jesus himself. He was the servant of all; the service
imposed on him was the supreme sacrifice of his own life.

Staff News
This term Mrs Sequeira, from Hub 3, will be on leave. Mrs Esther will be working in Hub 3 for Mrs
Sequeira.

New Families
A very warm welcome to all of our new families. Thank you for choosing
Marist School and entrusting us to provide a holistic Catholic Marist
education. We look forward to getting to know you all.

Thoughts & Prayers
Please keep the Martinez, Purcell and Ah Loo families, who have lost a family member
and friend, in your thoughts and prayers at this time. We continue to pray for those in
our community who are unwell at the moment.

Netsafe
We are hosting a Netsafe Information Evening on Wednesday 9th September at 7:00pm. Pauline
Spence, an Education Advisor from Netsafe will be facilitating the meeting. She will be speaking about
how to navigate the online world with your children and answer any questions you may have.
Past Netsafe presentations have proven to be extremely beneficial. In this digital age where children
have ready access to devices, it is helpful to know and understand not only the risks for our children
but useful strategies to help you as parents as you strive to support and educate your children in their
safe use of devices. We strongly recommend this session to you.
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/
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The planned Term One visits to view our Hubs in action was postponed due to Covid 19, but now we
would like to invite you to come and visit our ‘Hubs in Action’!
In Weeks 3 & 4 we are holding open sessions when you can visit and see your child/ren participating
in a part of their day’s learning programme. There will not be time to talk with the teachers as they
will be teaching, however it is hoped that the snippet will give you some insight in to how the Hubs
work.
On Wednesday 5th August from 9.15 - 10.00am there will be Maths sessions operating in each Hub
and on Wednesday 12th August from 9.15 - 10.00am there will be literacy sessions. On Wednesday
5th August and Wednesday 12th August in the afternoon from 2.00-2.45pm there will be an
aspect of Religious Education, The Arts (art, music, drama and dance) or Inquiry Learning taking
place.
We ask that you come to the staffroom before each session to sign in and you will also be able to see
some photos showing the many types of learning that happens in the Hubs.

Reading Session for Parents
Parents of Hub 3, 4 and 5 students are welcome to come along to a reading discussion with Janet
Lulich who will talk about supporting children's reading at home. The session will take place on
Wednesday 5 August at 3.15pm in Hub 3. Supervision will be provided in the library for
preschoolers. Looking forward to seeing you there!

School Site Update
•

Block D, Hub 5 continues to be a work in progress. Most of the walls are now covered in lovely
Autex and the painting is completed. The construction work to open up 2 of the classrooms and
storage/resource area will hopefully be completed in the next holidays.

•

The front court markings are complete and we have purchased new netball goals.

•

The Alberton Ave staff carpark line markings are complete.

•

We have purchased new soccer goals & are awaiting their arrival with the netball goals.

•

We have purchased 2 Mud Kitchens for our new entrants and they will be in action next week
as we await a set plastic of aprons!

•

The children's playground markings wish list has gone to the Diocese to be put together by a
design team.

•

The children’s ideas around the Reflective Prayer Space will be shared later in the term.

•

Garden to Table is well underway.

•

The draft concept school site plan will be shared with the community later this term to gather
some community voice.
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Six children were nominated to go to the mass for their kind and caring help across the school. The
Mass was a very great experience for us all. All the Catholic schools around the Auckland diocese
came to the Mass. We all got a certificate signed by Bishop Pat. The reason we got the award was
because we are caring and kind and show the Marist Way. After the Mass we got some food like
sandwiches, banana bread and carrot cake. Our old principal Ms Ryan was at the Mass and lots of
other important people were there too. The Catholic Caring Foundation and the Auckland diocese do a
lot of amazing work and service such as giving food,
clothes and booklets to the poor and homeless.
By Rain. G, Olivia. M, Tyler. F, Maegan. D, Micah C-M
and Gabriel. C

Uniform Requirements
Our school uniform is seen as an important part of our school culture and students are asked to wear
the correct uniform at all times including when they arrive and leave school each day. Just a reminder
of what is expected for the winter uniform in Term 3:
Girls: School tunic, long sleeved blue blouse, school wool jersey, black school shoes (white soles are
allowed, but please no white or coloured branding on the shoes), black tights or white ankle socks (NO
long socks please).
Boys: Long sleeved blue shirt, navy all-seasons shorts, school wool jersey, black school shoes (white
soles are allowed, but please no white or coloured branding on the shoes), Marist School boys knee
high navy socks.
Second hand uniforms are available by contacting the school office or new uniforms are available
from Elizabeth Michael, 4 Bond St, Grey lynn or online at www.elizabethmichael.co.nz Our school
login code is MP209.
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PTFA
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What We’re Getting Up To….
The Wonder Project
I wonder how rockets fly?
This term Hub 1 and Hub 2 are taking part in The Wonder Project. This is an Engineering New
Zealand programme for schools, designed to get young children excited about science, technology,
engineering and maths (STEM).
Each week, ambassadors (STEM professionals) will come to school to work with the teachers to help
the children to design, build and launch a water rocket of their own. They’ll learn about Newton’s
laws, the engineering design process and working as a team.
Our ambassadors are Siobhan, Hamish, Scott, Tharaka and Waqar.

Matariki & Cultural Day
We have all been busy this week learning about and celebrating Matariki in our Hubs. We are getting
ready and excited for some special activities which are happening at school next week!
Next week on Monday and Tuesday the whole school will be taking part in some Tuakana/Teina
activities (working with our big and little buddies from across the school) and rotating around all the
Hubs in our House Groups. We will be taking part in some singing, crafts, games and activities to
continue our Matariki Celebrations. We are looking forward to working together with different
children and teachers and having a whole lot of fun! If anyone has any old newspapers or
magazines they would be most appreciated - donations can be dropped off to the school office on
Monday.
Next Thursday 30 July at 2pm we will be gathering in the church for a Liturgy to celebrate Matariki Everyone welcome!
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On Wednesday, our first group of children from Year 5 had their Garden to Table session in our new
school garden. Despite the weather, we had a fantastic first session. The children were busy planting
seeds and preparing the garden and pots around the school for planting. We planted silverbeet, bok
choy, kale, parsley and mint. (See photos below) We are so excited to be a Garden to Table school
and can’t wait to see how the garden develops during the term.

Welcome
We are delighted to have a Garden Specialist- Frances Clayton, to lead our garden lessons. Welcome
to the team Frances.
Volunteers - We need you 😀
Garden to Table relies on regular and dedicated volunteers to help small groups of children in garden
classes. They are a much-valued and essential part of our school's Garden to Table team.
Volunteers can be parents, caregivers, grandparents, aunts, uncles, next door neighbours, students or
retirees - anyone from within the school or local community who is keen to contribute their time and
enthusiasm. And volunteers need no special skills other than an interest in the Garden to Table
philosophy and working with children.
If you would like to volunteer either occasionally or on a regular basis please email
s.white@marist.school.nz for more information.
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A very big thank you to Matua Terry and the Marist College Kapa Haka Group for the fantastic
performance you put on for us yesterday….and we can’t forget the rousing haka from our own Kapa
Haka boys either! Well done!
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Diary Dates
Term 3

Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September

Friday 24th July

Celebration Assembly, 2.15pm at St Mary’s Church

Saturday 25th July

PTFA Family Movie Afternoon, 2.30 - 5.30pm

Friday 31st July

Hot Diggety Dog Friday

Friday 31st July

I am Special Celebration, 2.30pm at St Mary’s Church

Tuesday 4th August

Central Zone Gymnastics

Wednesday 5th August

Open for Learning Sessions, 9.15-10.00am & 2.00-2.45pm, Reading Session for Parents, 3.15pm

Friday 7th August

Celebration Assembly, 2.15pm at St Mary’s Church

Tuesday 11th August

Eden Albert Rugby Tournament

Wednesday 12th August

Open for Learning Sessions, 9.15-10.00am and 2.00-2.45pm

Friday 14th August

I am Special Celebration, 2.30pm at St Mary’s Church

Friday 21st August

Celebration Assembly, 2.15pm at St Mary’s Church

Tuesday 25th August

Whole School Cross Country, Monte Cecelia

Wednesday 26th August

Year 6 Puberty Session

Thursday 27th August

Year 6 Puberty Session

Friday 28th August

I am Special Celebration, 2.30pm at St Mary’s Church

Tuesday 1st September

Eden Albert Netball Tournament

Friday 4th September

Celebration Assembly, 2.15pm at St Mary’s Church

Saturday 5th September

First Sacrament of Confirmation

Sunday 6th September

First Sacrament of the Eucharist

Tuesday 8th September

Marist Week Mass, 9.15am

Wednesday 9th September

Netsafe Parents Evening, 7pm

Friday 11th September

I am Special Celebration, 2.30pm at St Mary’s Church

Saturday 12th September

PTFA Bingo Beats Evening

Tuesday 15th September

Catholic Schools Cross Country

Friday 18th September

Celebration Assembly, 2.15pm at St Mary’s Church

Tuesday 22nd September

Eden Albert Football Tournament - TBC

Friday 25th September

Teacher Only Day

Term 4 - Monday 12th October
to Tuesday 15th December
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Catholic Character
Request for Children’s Clothing and Blankets
St Mary’s Parish has an urgent need for warm children’s clothing - particularly for a 12 month old girl
and a 3 year old boy - but children’s winter clothing of any size would be greatly appreciated. There is
also an urgent need for warm blankets. If you have anything to donate it can be dropped into the
school office or parish office. Many thanks!

Marist Meals
This term we are continuing with Marist Meals - a pastoral care initiative. These meals are provided to
families in the school and parish community when a little extra support is needed (e.g. a new baby,
sickness, bereavement).
If you would like to contribute we welcome any homemade or bought meals or baking for our
freezer. The freezer is looking a little bare at the moment - we’d love to fillet up again!
Containers are available from the school office.

2020 Sacramental Programme
Please see below the amended dates for this years Sacramental
Programme.
• Sacrament of Confirmation - Saturday 5 September, 2pm in the Church

Confirmation Classes at 8.45am on Sunday 26 July & 2 August, Parent Session on Sunday 9 August
• Sacrament of First Eucharist - Sunday 6 September, 10am in the Church

Eucharistic Classes at 8.45am on Sunday 16 & 23 August, Parent Session on Sunday 30 August
Classes to be held in the Marist School Hubs.

Our Community
College Newsletters

http://www.maristcollege.school.nz/WebSpace/925/

Marist, St Peters and St Pauls College
newsletters can be accessed using the following
links:
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http://www.st-peters.school.nz/newsletters
http://www.stpaulscollege.co.nz

YMCA After School Care
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Helen O’Grady Drama
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