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Ahiahi tahi katoa, good afternoon everyone.
This has been a year like no other. We were so excited to finally move into our new buildings and
begin our new learning journey….but who knew what was around the corner - a worldwide
pandemic. It has been a challenging year in so many ways but we have also gained new insights into
what really matters. What matters is family, friends and community.
The staff, families and children of our place - Marist School - have just ‘got on’ with the job at hand.
Many sporting, cultural and learning opportunities didn’t take place but a new way of doing things
was embraced. This second half of the year, with a more settled return to the school site has seen a
variety of activities promoting learning, fun and community. We are the fortunate ones.
There are so many ‘thank yous’ because without each and every one of you we would not have got
through this year of 2020.

Even when the going was really tough for many of you, you still showed compassion by supporting
those in need--whether by providing financial support, food parcels, Marist meals or face to face
support. I’d like to in particular acknowledge the work of the Parish and the amazing Caring
Committee under Diane McArdle's guidance. There is no one like Diane...her heart is so huge and yet
there is always room for another child, another family - Diane thank you for being you, for reminding
us daily of our purpose here on this earth - to make a difference in the lives of others and to serve.
Please accept this as a small token of our appreciation.
To Fr Philip thank you for continuing to work alongside us, your smile lights up the room.
To the Marist Sisters, even though this year has been so disjointed and we haven’t seen a lot of you we
know you always have us in your prayers and you are in ours - we love you very much.
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To all members of the BOT, thank you for your support & wisdom - this has been a year of difference &
Zoom meetings and yet we remained connected. This year we farewelled Billy Hadnett & Lisa
Courtney - we thank them again for the skills, enthusiasm and passion they brought to their roles. We
welcome to the BOT Michael Barlow & Amy Smith and know they will bring their own skills.
A special thank you to Cath, our BOT chair - without whom I would not have got through this year,
especially the beginning of it when we went into our first lockdown. Thank you for your
professionalism and friendship.
To the wonderful, dynamic PTFA - Jacqui & Sinead for your leadership - wow what a year for you
all….so many events were cancelled and yet in your positive, resilient ways you continued to support
us all and provide some great, fun celebrations. A thank you to all our sponsors throughout the year
and the parents who have contributed so much time across a number of areas.
Thanks in particular to all the members of the PTFA and Friends of PTFA, and especially to those
members that are leaving the school this year.
Therefore their departure means there are vacant roles to be filled in 2021 so I encourage you to join
the PTFA or come along to a meeting to see what it’s all about.
To our amazing, resilient, passionate, courageous staff. Without each and every one of you we would
be nothing. Thank you for going beyond the call of duty this year, with being forced into online home
learning, numerous zoom sessions and a changed learning environment - we have come out the other
end of 2020 pretty exhausted but we have learnt so much & gained from this experience. We don’t
want a repeat but we’re ready if we need to be! A big thanks to our lovely office ladies - Denise, Beth
& Tina - you keep us all on track - thank you for being those smiling, welcoming faces of our school.
To Christine & Janet - thank you for everything, it has been a year of bouncing ideas off each other to
deal with things we never thought we would and without you both it would have been more
challenging all round. Thank you!
Last but in no ways the least - our children - you are why we do what we do. You are the first ones we
think about when we make decisions, plan events, arrange celebrations, plan our days.
This year you have shown your resilience, you left your new school after only 5 weeks and adapted to
a new way of learning. You missed your friends and your teachers and you gained a new
understanding of ‘staying at home’ and your family. One of the happiest days this year for many of us
was when we re-opened at Level 2 - the joy written on your faces was priceless. This term, especially,
there have been many joyous occasions and as I’ve shown new prospective families around they have
commented on the ‘feel’ of Marist, the welcome, the smiles, the happy faces, children having fun
learning, and the lovely environment.
Thank you for always making me feel happy, welcome & loved - keep shining your light during this
Christmas Season and keep trying ‘to be the best possible version of the person God created you to be.’

15 DECEMBER 2020

NEWSFLASH 21
If you are leaving our Marist School & Parish community we wish you all God’s Blessings as you
journey on remembering our school vision to continue to use our Head, Heart & Hands for God’s work
and a better world.
A very happy & holy Christmas to you all. Have a great break everyone, stay safe & see you in 2021.
Tena koutou katoa,nga manaakitanga a te Atua ki a koutou katoa
All God’s Blessings
Carolynn

2021 Year 6 Student Leaders

2021 Hub Placements/Staff News
We will share mid January the 2021 Hub Placements and staff placements when we have these
confirmed.

Thoughts & Prayers
Please keep the Morgan and Baker Families in your thoughts and prayers at
this time. We also send our love and prayers to all those in our community
who are unwell at the moment.
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What We’ve Been Up To…..
End of Year Mass
Our first ever end of year mass was a huge success. It was a joy-filled celebration and embraced
everything that Marist epitomises. The liturgical movements, singing and participation of our children
and community was heartening and liturgically concluded a challenging year.

Leavers Liturgy
A beautiful and moving liturgy to farewell our 2020 Year 6 students.

Family Carols & Picnic
A lovely evening of song and fun was had at our Family Carols & Picnic on 2nd December. The
highlight, the arrival of Santa on a Harley Davidson…...
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On Saturday 5th December, a group of children from Years 5 and 6 joined Suzy Cato, David Seymour,
Phil Madsen Music and a massed choir at Eden Park for their annual Christmas party. The children did
an amazing job entertaining the crowd and bringing Christmas cheer to all. Thank you so much to all
of the children involved, we were very proud of you.
Watch the highlights here: Eden Park Christmas Video

Athletics!
Eden Albert Zone Athletics
A team of 40 children represented our school at the Eden Albert Zone Athletics Day in late November.
The rain managed to hold off for most of the event and our students fought hard and with great spirit.
Marist finished 6th overall - an excellent achievement given the size of a number of the schools we
compete against - with the following children placing in their events:
Jeremiah. B: Year 5 Boys - 1st Long Jump, Discus, 100m and 200m
Lucy. M: Year 6 Girls - 2nd Shot Put and Discus, 3rd Long Jump
Finn. M: Year 5 Boys - 2nd 400m
William. F: Year 4 Boys - 2nd 800m
Joshua. D: Year 6 Boys - 3rd Discus
Amber. A: Year 5 Girls - 3rd Shot Put
Year 6 Girls and Year 4/5 Boys Relay Teams: 3rd place - Lucy. M, Brooklyn. R, Isabel. O and Micah. M;
Jeremiah. B, Finn. M, Kaedyn. T and Jayson. G
Congratulations!
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On Monday 7th Deborah Curry and her colleagues came to our school to teach us about K9 bomb dogs
and what they do for us to help. They work at the Auckland Airport as well as working all around New
Zealand in Airports. https://www.aviation.govt.nz/passenger-information/about-our-dogs/
They planted an explosive (safely!) in the school and we got to see Conner the dog sniff it out and get
a treat. We also learned how to tell when the dog has found something.
Now the whole school knows about a very important role in New Zealand. Thank you Deborah Curry
and her colleagues very much.
By Maegan. D and Marley. G, Hub 1

The Knitting Club
A group of us in Hub 3 really wanted to learn how to knit. Mrs Esther started us off during our
lunchtimes but soon the group got so big we needed help. We put a notice in the Newsflash and some
amazing knitting angels came to help us. They are Barbara Watt, Jude Tait, Diana Perryman and
Barbara Kellerman and they have helped us so much. They are very patient.
We have loved learning a new skill and our knitting is looking so good.
Keep an eye out next year - you may see us wearing our knitted creations.
By Ava. W, Maddy. M and Lucy. G, Hub 3
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By John. G and Hunter. P

Year 6 Big Day Out
An amazing day camp at Carey Park to celebrate our Year 6 leavers!
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What a year we have had! We started 2020 excited
about joining the Garden to Table programme and
getting stuck into setting up our new school garden.
In March we spent the weekend clearing the space
to get it ready for planting when suddenly we were
put into Lockdown.
As the Lockdown progressed we were unable to enter the school grounds. We were unsure of what
the garden would look like when we could return to the school. To our surprise the space was still
cleared of weeds….
We were very lucky to then have a friend of the school kindly donate mulch to cover the garden until
all the children were back at school. Finally in July we were ready to start in the garden. Our first
session was a wet day but the children had lots of fun starting the wonderful journey of growing.

Our amazing garden Garden Specialist, Frances Clayton led our garden sessions and organised getting
the garden up and running. Bunnings Mount Roskill were very generous and donated four garden
beds and seedlings. The team from Bunnings came to school and worked to get the garden started
with the children.
Watch the video of how it happened here: Bunnings Video
In August we found ourselves in Lockdown again. As we stayed home the garden was busy carrying on
growing. When we returned to school again we continued to plant and look after our plants. There
was great excitement when we saw our cauliflowers starting to grow! By Term 4 we were ready to
harvest. We harvested lots of things including spinach, cauliflowers, broccoli, beans, silverbeet and
chives.
We held our first seedling sale which was a great success. The children in the garden have decided
that the money raised should be spent on fruit trees. We look forward to planting these next year.
We could never have achieved all this without the help of our parent volunteers who donated their
valuable time to the cause! Also donations from our school community of everything from
wheelbarrows and secateurs, to copious amounts of mature tomato plants, rainwater collection tanks
and of course donations of the financial kind allowed us to get the garden to the place it is now.
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Congratulations to the Mighty Marist Eagles - champions of the Year 3/4 Central West Auckland
Schools Futsal League: Cameron. R, William. F, Jayson. G, Eli. F and Oliver. H.

Weetbix Tryathlon
Congratulations to all the Marist children who participated in the Tryathlon this year!

Bright Beginnings
Thank you Bright Beginnings Christmas Elves who bought gifts for under our Jesse Tree! Wishing you
all a very Merry Christmas!
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Diary Dates
Save these dates for Term 1 2021!
Tuesday 2nd Feb Start of Term 1, 2021. Welcome Liturgy, 9.30am
Thursday 11th Feb Beginning of Year Whole School Mass, 11.30am
Saturday 13th Feb Working Bee--Time TBC
Tuesday 16th Feb Community Picnic, 5.30pm
Wednesday 17th Feb Ash Wednesday
Friday 19th Feb First Celebration Assembly for 202, 2.15pm
Thursday 25th Feb Community Information Evening, 7pm
Wednesday 3rd March Spotlight Information Evening, 7pm
Thursday 1st April, Holy Thursday Liturgy, 2pm
Wednesday 14th April, Garden to Table Open Day

PTFA
GOLF DAY! Friday 5th March 2021! Put it in your diary now!

Our Community
YMCA Holiday Programme
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YMCA Summer Sports Workshops

College Newsletters

http://www.maristcollege.school.nz/WebSpace/925/

Marist, St Peters and St Pauls College
newsletters can be accessed using the
following links:

http://www.st-peters.school.nz/newsletters
http://www.stpaulscollege.co.nz

St Mary’s Caring Committee
St Mary's Caring Committee want to thank you all for your generosity throughout this year. 2020 has
seen a enormous increase in the call for help from our local community. In February we provided food
for some 30 people and now our monthly total is over 600, not to mention the clothing, toys, furniture
etc. None of this could be done without the support of our people A special note of thanks to those of
you that were able to deliver these parcels to families in need, some of you on a very regular basis.
And our personal thanks to the school staff who never said No when we called for help. We are truly
blessed to live in a community where all are living in the spirit of Mary. We wish you all a very blessed
and happy Christmas and look forward to working with you again in 2021
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