Laudato Si

Care for Our Common Home

By Pope Francis

What is Laudato Si?
In 2015 Pope Francis wrote a letter to Catholic churches worldwide urging us all to protect
the earth our common home.
In the letter he says the earth is God’s gift to us full of beauty and wonder, where the fruits
of the earth belong to everyone.
But what we see today is that, the earth our common home, has never been so hurt and
mistreated as it has been over the last 200 years.
We have developed at a greater speed than could ever have been imagined, and we have
treated the earth like it has an unlimited supply of resources. We have taken more than our
fair share from most people on the planet, and as well as future generations to come.
We have stripped the earth of its forests, contaminated water ways, its land and its air and
so much more.

So why is the Pope’s encyclical( letter) so
important?
Love and care for creation are an essential dimension of our faith.
It helps us answer questions such as:
How do we love our neighbours in need by sharing wealth and at the same time love our
Earth by promoting sustainability?
As with all Church teaching, Catholics have a particular responsibility to engage with
and reflect upon the message of the encyclical and find ways to apply it to our lives.

To protect our common home we need a
common plan
Despite the state of the world today all is not lostOur young people demand change and they want to build a better future
The whole human family needs to work together so that we can sow
beauty and not pollution.
So lets put “Love Our World” into action at

Marist

Laudato Si
through Garden to Table
In 2020 Marist committed to establishing the Garden to Table programme at our school so we
could take that first step towards putting Laudato Si into action.
Our purpose is to empower our children with a love of good fresh food, and the skills and
knowledge they need to grow, harvest and prepare it.
This will have a transformative and lifelong impact on their health and well being.

Garden to Table Principles
Empowered and Resilient Students- We teach our children how to sustainably grow, harvest,
prepare and share good food.

Garden to Table Principles
Real World Education - We build mana in our children by giving them the opportunities to
apply their skills and solve everyday problems.

Garden to Table Principles
Everyday Environmentalism - We help the children to embrace the circular nature of the
food system, respect for the environment and sustainable practice. This then becomes part
of their everyday behaviour.

Garden to Table Principles
Te Tiriti O Waitangi
We acknowledge the significant importance of Te Tiriti and help
our children connect with practices of Mana Whenua ( people
of the land) by promoting the core values of - Whanaungatanga ( connection and building relationships)
- Manaakitanga (respecting people and relationships)
- Kaitiakitanga (being an active steward over land and people)

