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Newsflash 3, 12 March 2021

Exploring our Turangawaewae
Turangawaewae - a sense of identity and independence, a place to stand, somewhere we feel
empowered and connected.

OWAIRAKA

Hub 2 have been exploring our Turangawaewae - Owairaka, Mt Albert, now and in the past.

MT ALBERT

Our foundation, our place in the
world, our home
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Thoughts And Prayers
Please keep those who have lost family or friends in your thoughts and
prayers at this time. We continue to pray for those in our community who
are unwell at the moment.

Our School
Term 1 Spotlight Reporting
With the disruption of the last two lockdown’s we are mindful of the full community gatherings which
have been cancelled this term and so we continue to keep you informed through our emails,
Newsflash, and Apps.
This term you will have already received a ‘Blog’ post on your Spotlight App (NOT SchoolApp).The
SchoolApp is for school wide communication; the Spotlight App is for the sharing of your child/
children’s learning with you, their family, at any time.
The first ‘Blog’ content on the Spotlight App, which you have already received, are your child’s
learning goals for Term 1. We encourage you to talk to your children about their goals.
By the end of this term in the Senior School-Hubs 1 & 2, you will also receive a Writing, Mathematics
& Religious Education post. In the Junior School- Hubs 3, 4 & 5, you will receive a Reading,
Mathematics & Religious Education post.
We encourage you to read and if you are so inclined, to comment on these posts. As your child/ren
become more confident with posting for themselves, hearing back from whanau is affirming of them
and their work.
If you have any questions about Spotlight please email b.lockie@marist.school.nz and we will
compile further information to share with you.

Attendance Dues - Financial Assistance
Financial assistance is available to assist families who may need financial support with the payment of
Attendance Dues for preference students attending Catholic schools in Auckland Diocese, both primary
and secondary.
Families facing financial difficulties can contact their school office, their Parish Priest or the Revenue
Manager on 09-360-3069 at the Catholic Diocese of Auckland for further information.
Application forms for this assistance are available from school and parish offices, or can be downloaded from the Catholic Diocese of Auckland Website:
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/acfl-attendance-dues-financial-assistance/
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School App

Our school app is a very important part of our communication process. If you haven’t already done so
we would encourage you to download the app - you won’t regret it! Go to the App Store on your
Apple or Android device and search ‘SchoolAppsNZ’ to download onto your device. Then select
‘Marist School Mt Albert’.

Reminders
• Please ensure your child has their school hat and applies sunscreen lotion before coming to school.

We do not lend hats! No hat = playtime spent in the shade by the library.
• Please do not park or drop off/pick up in our school carpark or in the Marist College carpark

during the week or on yellow lines on Kitenui and Alberton Ave’s. We have had numerous phone
calls from disgruntled residents of these streets.
• If you open a school gate please close the gate behind you.

Diary Dates
Term 1

Tuesday 2nd February to Thursday 15th April

Friday 19th March

I am Special Celebration, 2.30pm in Hub 1

Thursday 25th March

Eden Albert Cricket (Year 5 and 6)

Friday 26th March

Celebration Assembly, 2.15pm at St Mary’s Church

Thursday 1st April

Holy Thursday Liturgy

Friday 2nd April

Good Friday - School Closed

Monday 5th April

Easter Monday - School Closed

Tuesday 6th April

Easter Tuesday - School Closed

Friday 9th April

Resurrection Celebration

Friday 9th April

Golf Day - Rescheduled

Friday 9th April

I am Special Celebration, 2.30pm in Hub 1

Tuesday 13th April

Eden Albert Touch (Year 5 and 6)

Thursday 15th April

Term 1 Ends

Friday 16th April

Teacher Only day
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Term 2 - Mon 3rd May to Fri 9th July
Term 3 - Mon 26th July to Fri 1st Oct
Term 4 - Mon 18th Oct to Wed 15th Dec (TBC)
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PTFA
We Need you!
Following the graduation of our 2020 Year 6’s, we now have a number of vacant places on the PTFA in
2021. We would welcome as many new members as possible this year, from existing families as well as
our 21 new families who have already joined Marist in 2021! The Marist PTFA is a great way to meet
other parents, participate in our community & school activities to whichever extent you choose, and to
keep the strong parent support for the school alive. If you are interested please contact our PTFA
Chairwomen - Jacqui Ivicevich and Sinead Hart - jacqui.ivicevich@delegat.com,
hartsinead77@gmail.com

Golf Day
The PTFA have managed to secure a new date for our annual golf day! It’s Friday 9th April. It is still at
Maungakiekie, with a 12.30pm tee off.
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If you were registered to play and cannot make the new date, or you were unable to play the old date
but would like to play now, please contact Peter Wilkening (peter.wilkening@sprattfinancial.co.nz) or
Barry Dillon (emilybarry.dillon@gmail.com).
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What We’ve Been Up To…
Hub 1 Lockdown Learning
Dunger:
Hub 1 finished reading Dunger by Joy Cowley in lockdown.
what the story was about...

Here are some of the ways we shared

3
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1. Eimear. W,
2. Cameron. R
3. Zac. G

2

1

Georgia. H

Nico. G
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The Hauraki Gulf:
As we dived into the waves it made me shiver, cold shadows appeared under the boat but as we swam further
you could see the sunlight dancing, singing to you! A taste comes into my mouth, a salty taste. Amazing! I see
a long elegant stingray moving with the waves, then an exquisite school of ﬁsh leads you to a lively amount of
coral like a splash of paint on the ocean ﬂoor.
By Arielle. U

I crash into the water ﬁlled with colourful coral. I can feel the current rapidly accelerating around me in an
endless loop. Seconds later I realise what has created this swervy event. A colossal orca crashes up to the
surface of the water and looks me in the eye before diving back down.
By Tristan. I
It was a nice hot summer day at Hauraki Gulf and the water was crystal clear. The sky was bright blue but
the sun was too hot for my liking. I watched the seabirds glide across the water like an ocean breeze. I could
feel the wind propel around me as I stood there distracted by the fetching view of Hauraki gulf. I looked at the
water as it met the shore line, then I jumped in. I could see all the amazing creatures and things down there.
At that moment I realized how beautiful the ocean is. When I swam through a group of Bryde’s whales it felt
like I was a dolphin swimming peacefully along the sea with a bunch of big whales.
By Myrissa. P

Hub 2 Learning Through Fun
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After another lockdown, we were keen to get back in the kitchen and garden this week.
In the kitchen….
After working hard on their knife skills a few weeks ago, the children were ready to use their skills to
create their first menu.

Click here for the
recipes.

The children worked together
to follow the recipe and create
their part of the meal.

In the garden….

Meanwhile in the garden,
the children were
harvesting what was
needed for this week's
recipes, watering and
planting new plants and
fruit trees.

Time to eat!
Before eating the children set the table. The children came in from the garden and they all sat down to
enjoy their meal. What an incredible morning!
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Thank you to all our volunteers,
without you all Garden to Table would
not be possible.
Read our blog here:
https://
maristgardentotable.blogspot.com/

Catholic Character
Sacramental Programme
Dates of meetings and celebrations are below:
Reconciliation
Classes Sunday 14, 21st and 28th March in Hub 4
First Reconciliation - Wednesday 31st March, 7pm at St Mary’s Church
Confirmation and First Eucharist
Classes Sunday 16th, 23rd, & 30th May and 6th 13th and 20th June in Hub 4
Practice with Sponsors Thursday 24th 7pm at St Mary’s Church
Confirmation with Bishop Michael - Saturday 26th June 2pm at St Mary’s Church
First Eucharist Ceremony – Sunday 27th June 10am at St Mary’s Church

Baptism
Are any families in our community wanting to get there school aged child Baptised (7 years or older)?
We have a family keen to get there son Baptised, but the Parish require a minimum of 2 children to
hold the course. If you are interested please let the school office know.

Marist Meals
This year we are continuing with Marist Meals - a pastoral care initiative. These meals
are provided to families in the school & parish community when a little extra
support is needed. (e.g. a new baby, sickness, bereavement).
If you would like to contribute, we welcome any homemade or bought meals or
baking for our freezer - located in the hall kitchen.
Containers are available from the school office. The freezer is looking a little bare at
the moment - we'd love to fill it up again!
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St Mary’s Parish Foodbank
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St Mary’s Parish Foodbank is running extremely low on supplies at the moment. Any donations of
pantry items would be very much appreciated. These can be brought to the school office.
Please remember however, the Parish are currently unable to accept household and clothing items. We
will let you know if and when this changes. From time to time we email out requests for specific items
and we are very grateful for your speedy response in assisting those in need.

St Mary’s Parish Garage Sale
St Mary’s Catholic Church Community Garage Sale,
Kitenui Ave, Mt Albert
Saturday 13th March, 8.30 to 10.30 am
(Please note: no donations required for the sale)

Our Community
College Newsletters
Marist, St Peters and St Pauls College
newsletters can be accessed using the
following links:

http://www.maristcollege.school.nz/WebSpace/925/
http://www.st-peters.school.nz/newsletters
http://www.stpaulscollege.co.nz

College Open Days
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BARADENE COLLEGE - OPEN EVENING will be held on Thursday 4th March, 2020 at 6.30 p.m. We
welcome all prospective parents and students to visit the College. Entry at Gate 2 to the Auditorium.
Enrolments for Year 7, 2021 are presently being accepted and will close on Friday 13 March 2020
at 3.00pm.
A limited number of places in Year 9 will be available and applications will close
on Friday 13 March 2020 at 3.00 pm.
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St Paul's College Open Day Information
Open Day 2021, originally scheduled for 4th March, has been postponed to Wednesday, 24th
March, due to the Level 3 lockdown.
On Wednesday, 24th March, two sessions are available starting promptly at 9.30am or 1.45pm.
Parking will be available on-site.
Assembly in the College Chapel followed by a tour of the College by Senior Students.
Enrolment Packs will be available on the day or may be downloaded from our website see link HERE
For any enrolment enquires, please contact our Enrolment Manager, Mrs Sarah
Lindsay: enrol@stpaulscollege.co.nz
_________________________________________________________________________
ST MARY’S - COLLEGE TOURS

As we were unable to host our annual Open Day, we would now like to invite interested
families to visit for a tour of St Mary's College.
If you have already submitted your application forms, the opportunity for a tour will be
provided when interviewed.
Tour dates and times are as follows:
Tuesday 16 March (2.20pm - 3.05pm)
Thursday 18 March (9.05am - 9.50am)
Thursday 18 March (10.05am - 10.50am)
Please note that there are stairs on the tour.
Tours are now available, please click here to register now.
_________________________________________________________________________
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Free sessions will be held on Wednesday’s after school 3-4pm, for under 7 year olds starting next
Wednesday 17th March (TBC). Please RSVP to the school office office@marist.school.nz if
interested in your child attending these free sessions.
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YMCA After School Care
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