NEWSFLASH 5

Newsflash 5, 9 April 2021

Kia ora, Ni hao, Dobar dan, Malo e leilei, Hola, Konnichiwa, Talofa, Namaste, Chão, Vannakkam,
Kamusta, Hello!
The end of Term 1 is nigh, and what a packed term it has been! The last few weeks we have focused
on the basis of our Christian faith which has reflected our cultural life at Marist School as we have
celebrated the Easter journey of Jesus Christ.
Our children have re-enacted, retold, shared Christ’s journey to the cross and beyond in a variety of
ways through engaging with the curriculum through an integrated approach. If you have attended any
of our celebrations or viewed any shared presentations or seen the art work around the school, you
will have seen some of the following areas of the New Zealand Curriculum in practice.
•

Literacy - making meaning of ideas or information they receive (Listening, Reading, and
Viewing) and creating meaning for themselves or others (Speaking, Writing, and Presenting).

Stations of the Cross:
Hub 1 children worked collaboratively in groups
to write acrostic poems about each Station of the
Cross. Watch the video of our work here.

•

The Arts - Drama:- expresses human experience through a focus on role, action, and tension,
played out in time and space. By means of the drama that they create and perform, students
reflect and enrich the cultural life of their schools, whānau, and communities.

We re-enacted The
Last Supper. Watch
it here.
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Visual Arts - Through engaging in the visual arts, students learn how to discern, participate in,
and celebrate their own and others’ visual worlds. The visual arts develop students’ conceptual
thinking within a range of practices across drawing, sculpture, design, painting, printmaking,
photography, and moving image.

•

Music - In music education, students work individually and collaboratively to explore the
potential of sounds and technologies for creating, interpreting, and representing music ideas. As
they think about and explore innovative sound and media, students have rich opportunities to
further their own creative potential.
Students develop literacies in music as they listen and respond, sing, play instruments, create
and improvise, read symbols and notations, record sound and music works, and analyse and
appreciate music. This enables them to develop aural and theoretical skills and to value and
understand the expressive qualities of music.

•

Digital technologies:- The first two of the five technological areas focus on developing students’
capability to create digital technologies for specific purposes. In years 1–8, these two areas are
usually implemented within other curriculum learning areas, integrating technology outcomes
with the learning area outcomes. These two areas also significantly contribute to students
developing the knowledge and skills they need as digital citizens and as users of digital
technologies across the curriculum. They also provide opportunities to further develop their key
competencies.

We used iMovie to create trailers about the event of Holy Week. Watch some of them here:
Holy Week by Nate, Jeremiah, Cormac, Raphael.
Holy Week by Camryn & Lovelee
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Mathematics & Statistics:-Mathematicians and statisticians use symbols, graphs, and diagrams
to help them find and communicate patterns and relationships, and they create models to
represent both real-life and hypothetical situations. These situations are drawn from a wide
range of social, cultural, scientific, technological, health, environmental, and economic contexts.

And of course woven throughout all of these curriculum areas is our Religious Education
Curriculum, the focus being on the Liturgical Season of Easter and before that Lent. The richness of
the Gospel stories during these seasons provide the basis for so much of what we do. Our values are
alive and well as we are people of hope, people of action.
It has been heartening to see the church full for our celebrations and over the past Easter weekend it
was also encouraging to see the larger congregations. I, like Father Carlo, hope that you will all feel
encouraged and welcomed to all celebrations, especially our Sunday Masses. For when we gather in
numbers it brings about a feeling of a connected faith based community and a family filled with joy
because of the belief in our Risen Christ.

Resurrection Liturgy led by our Manaakitanga Student Leaders

Better Together Conversations
In Term 2 we will hold Better Together Conversations where teachers, whanau and the children
gather together to discuss and share progress and achievement of our tamariki.
The purpose of these conversations are three-fold:
• Children showcase their learning, their gifts & talents and their next learning steps.
• Teachers share the Curriculum Levels the children are at especially within Reading, Writing &

Mathematics.
• Whanau ask questions of the teachers and child/ren, and offer support & encouragement to their

children.
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You play a key role in these conversations and we strongly encourage you to make time to attend and
contribute to a session on either Wednesday 9th June 1-6pm or Thursday 10th June 3-6pm. Come
along and see how your child/ren are progressing and achieving at this time of the year. Ask any
questions and share your thoughts around your child’s learning.
You are booking ONE 15 minute time slot not a teacher. For example in Hubs 1 to 4 there will be
THREE available slots in each Hub at 3pm, 3.15pm etc
On Wednesday 9th June, school will close at 12:00pm. You will need to make arrangements to
collect your child at this time.
On Thursday 10th June, school will close at 2.30pm. You will need to make arrangements to collect
your child at this time.
If you are in need of ‘childcare’ (for your other child/ren) while you are at your ‘Better Learning
Conversation’ we will have the library open with a supervising adult.
We are again using the online booking system we have used for previous interviews. If you experience
any problems or require help, please contact Denise Sampson in the school office.
We would like to invite you to schedule your booking online at:
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
The Marist School Mt Albert code is:
6ywd2
NOTE: At any time throughout the year you are able to contact the teachers to set up face to face
meetings especially around behavioural and/or emotional needs. Our teachers are here to make a
difference and support each & every child.
Our Spotlight sharing App allows you to be kept up to date on the Curriculum Level your child is
working at within Reading, Writing & Mathematics. By the end of this term in the Senior School-Hubs
1 & 2, you will also receive a Writing, Mathematics & Religious Education post. In the Junior SchoolHubs 3, 4 & 5, you will receive a Reading, Mathematics & Religious Education post.
We encourage you to read and if you are so inclined, to comment on these posts. As your child/ren
become more confident with posting for themselves, hearing back from whanau is affirming of them
and their work.
If you have any questions about Spotlight please email b.lockie@marist.school.nz and we will compile
further information to share with you.
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We have a few changes coming up from Term 2 this year.
First of all it is with great sadness that we accepted the resignation of Mrs
Deborah Esther from the end of Term 1. Mrs Esther is looking to pursue
other interests and will be truly missed. Deborah as a teacher at Marist has
worked at a variety of levels, run our gorgeous Knowledge Nest and worked
with small groups of children. Her skills & passion will be sorely missed.
Mrs Ana Sullivan will be working in Hub 5 from Term 2.
Mrs Christy Hitchcock will complete her time as a Part-Time Teacher Aide from the end of this term.
Christy has been on staff for 2 years. We wish her well in her future endeavours, though she will not
be a stranger, as she will be working at school on Wednesdays with the Garden to Table programme.
Mrs Ngaire Polwart will complete her Part-Time Teacher Aide role at the end of this term. Ngaire has
been a great asset to our school in this role and the children she has been working with have loved
working with her. We will continue to see Ngaire around school as a supportive parent.

Exciting News….
Mrs Christina Stokes is expecting a baby later in the year and will go on Maternity Leave at the end of
Term 2. We are very excited for Christina & Jordan and offer them our love and support in the months
ahead as they plan for and await the arrival of a mini Stokes!

Thank You!
We are thrilled with the response to date to our Diversity Study - the closing date for this is next
Wednesday.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YHNLSM6
Thank you also to those who have taken the time to share their thoughts around the Graduate Profile what we want for our Year 6 leavers. It is not to late to respond!
Community Consultation - Have your say!

Thoughts And Prayers
Please keep family and friends of the Sampson and Koulianos in your thoughts and
prayers at this time. We continue to pray for those in our community who are unwell
at the moment.
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Diary Dates
Thursday 15th April

Eden Albert Swimming Sports (Rescheduled)

Thursday 15th April

Term 1 Ends

Friday 16th April

Teacher Only day

What We’ve Been Up To…
Black Out Poetry
Hub 1 used scripture to create black out poems about Holy Week. Blackout poetry is when you take a
written piece of text from a book, newspaper, or magazine and redact words, in order to come up with
your very own poetry!

The promise of the Holy Spirit
Those who love me
My Father will love them
My Father and I will come to them and
live with them
Peace is what I leave you.
By Lulu. S

Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet
It was now the Passover Festival
Jesus had to peace and go to Father
Always loved to the very end
Judas betraying Jesus
Understand me Lord
It is right
I am washed.
By Willoughby. G
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Alleluia! He is Risen!
Look out for our ‘alleluia’
posters around the school.

Stations of the Cross - Hub 2

We nailed Jesus to the cross and guarded the tomb when he was in the tomb. We stood bravely when
we guarded the tomb. I felt sad because Jesus died. We felt proud because we got to be acting
important roles in the Stations of the Cross.
By Benjamin. B & Caiden. A

Maritime Museum Trip
One cloudy day, Hubs 1 and 2 Year 5’s went on a free trip to the Maritime Museum. They went on a
bus, then walked some of the way there, they had to go through very heavy rain. All the children were
very wet when they arrived.
The people at the museum turned on the heaters for us to dry up and they welcomed us. We also
welcomed them with a prayer and a few songs. After that, the teachers split us into 3 groups and each
one had different activities. The activities were waka workshop, Gallery and the waka experience.
Each group started with a different activities in different order. In each activities the groups learnt
something new. The children learnt lots of new things about the waka and much more.
My favourite part was when they went to the Gallery because you can see lots of new and old things
and interesting facts about it. At the end we had some lunch and all of the educators gave the year 5’s
wooden waka pieces for them to build before they left. It was very fun and interesting. My mum and
dad really wanna come again, maybe so do you!
By Aleah. G, Hub 2
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On the 23rd of March, Year 6’s went to the Maritime Museum, and Year 5’s followed us the following
week, on 30 March.
When the Year 6’s left, we gathered at 8:45am on the front court. The bus arrived late because they
went to the wrong Marist! The ride wasn’t very long but it, along with the rest of the day, was paid for
by the Te Toki Voyaging Trust.
When we arrived we gathered in a room and then groups were sent to different activities. One activity
was learning about the Maori Compass, another was exploring the Gallery and the last one (but not
the least) was going on a waka ride and learning about waka. We also learnt about all the ways
coconuts were used, including learning to tie knots with coconut hair. We were amazed that coconut
rope was strong enough to hold a waka together on long voyages.
While we were on the waka the crew let us take turns steering the waka and we could roam around
the waka. There was also a cabin underneath. I saw a bed and a table, but we weren’t allowed to go
inside. We learnt so much about Maori navigation and waka. The most important things we learnt
were that the Maori were master craftsmen, navigators and sailors. The trip was amazing, and we
were so lucky that Te Toki Trust chose our school to take part in it.
By Charles. S, Alonso. N and Christopher. J of ‘The News Crew’
Dear Lee,

Dear Lee,

I am writing to thank you for the amazing trip you set
up for us. My favourite part was when we got to go on
the Waka because I have never been on one before! I
also wanted to say thank you for the Wake kits - they
look amazing.

I am writing to thank you and the Te Toki Voyaging
Trust for giving us an unforgettable experience at the
Maritime Museum.

What I found interesting is how you steer the Waka and
how the Waka moves. I also found the Maori compass
interesting. I was also wondering how you know so
much about the Wake?
I enjoyed the trip and everything I learned. I am sure
that I will come again with my family!
Yours Sincerely, Chloe. B

The best part for me in the classroom was learning the
Maori Compass points and making the models of
Waka. Please. Please thank your dad for taking time
out of his lockdown to supply us with his own Waka
models. You really surprised me when you told me the
rope that held the boats together is stronger than nails.
The gallery that interested me the most was the
America’s Cup gallery. I really enjoyed seeing the two
games and seeing the boat New Zealand won on a
couple of years ago was really interesting to see.
Another huge thanks to the Te Toki Voyaging Trust for
taking us out on the Wake. They were super friendly
and let us steer the boat in.
Yours Sincerely, Finn. M
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Eden Albert Cricket Tournament
On 25th March we went to the Eden Albert cricket tournament. We had a boys’ A & B team and a girls’
team.The teams were made up of Years 5 & 6 from Hubs 1 and 2. When we got there we went to the
first team we were playing. We won some games and lost some games. Everybody had fun and we
enjoyed being able to play cricket against other schools. Thanks to all the people who helped us to
have a fun day!
By Eimear. W, Hub 1
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Easter Sports Fun, Pancakes & the Caritas Coin Trail!
On Thursday the 8th of April Marist School had their Easter Fun Olympics, which were run by Years
Five and Six. We had twelve different types of games like Easter Hop, (By Mako J and Kris W) where
you get moon hoppers and do an obstacle course on them, and Easter Words, (by Alexis C and Lily R)
where there are three teams, yellow, blue, and pink with words around our new library. When you
find all the words you join them up to make an Easter themed word. There is Egg in the Basket,
(Raphael P and Camryn A) where you get a tennis ball and a scooper and use the scooper to try and
throw the tennis ball in the basket. There are two levels, easy and hard. There were twelve teams that
went around doing the activities. Each team had two team captains and four or five team helpers. The
team captains and helpers were there to help the little kids do the games. There were about twenty
little kids in each team. The team captains were mostly Year Sixes with one or two Year Fives, and the
helpers were all Year Fives.
We would like to thank the student council, the cultural leaders, the house captains and the teachers
for organizing this fun event, especially Mrs Young. Thank you to the PTFA for organising Easter
pancakes for all of the children because we were in lockdown while it was Shrove Tuesday.
By Amelia. B and Abby. B, Hub 1

Thank you Year 6’s, Mrs Young
and our parent volunteers!
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HUB 2
HUB 5

HUB 4

HUB 1

HUB 3

Kilikiti
Last week Amber, Eimear, Willoughby and Natalija went to Marist College with some of our support
staff to play Kilikiti against the Year 13’s. We were the runners for the staff. It was like Cricket but
Samoan edition. To get a point we had to run PAST the wicket. We won! It was a close score - it was
22-28! I had a splendid time. It was nice to play with the College and make a connection with them.
By Amber. A, Hub 1
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We are holding an Open Morning for
Garden to Table on Wednesday 14th
April. Please come along between 9:15
am and 1:00pm to see the programme
in action.
We will be having a blessing of the
garden at 9:30 am. We will thank the
Year 6 children for their contribution to
the programme and hand the
programme over to Year 5 who will
taking part in weekly lessons from Term
2 onwards.
It is a chance to celebrate all the successes, see what the children have achieved and learn more about
what Garden to Table at Marist. Everyone is welcome!
What we have been
doing….in the Kitchen
In the last two weeks we
have made risotto,
flatbreads, fritters,
hummus, pesto and
different mini muffins.
Chocolate and beetroot
muffins were definitely a
favourite! Click here for
the recipes
…. in the Garden
We have been busy planting new plants and harvesting. We planted some
native plants which we purchased using our paper4trees vouchers. We also
have a new Lancewood, or horoeka tree which we need to find a home for. It
may look small now but it can grow to 25m tall! The children measured this
on the playground to see how tall the tree will grow.
We have planted some new fruit trees around the school. We are looking
forward to having apples, lemons, plums and feijoas in the future! Thank you
Matua Terry for coming to Garden to Table and teaching us about our new
native plants and the harakeke/flax we have at school.
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Catholic Character
St Mary’s Parish Foodbank
St Mary’s Parish Foodbank is running extremely low on supplies at the moment. Any donations of
pantry items would be very much appreciated. These can be brought to the school office. Please
remember however, the Parish are currently unable to accept household and clothing items. From time
to time we email out requests for specific items and we are very grateful for your speedy response in
assisting those in need.

Sacramental Programme
Dates of meetings and celebrations are below:
Confirmation and First Eucharist
Classes Sunday 16th, 23rd, & 30th May and 6th 13th and 20th June in Hub 4
Practice with Sponsors Thursday 24th 7pm at St Mary’s Church
Confirmation with Bishop Michael - Saturday 26th June 2pm at St Mary’s
Church
First Eucharist Ceremony – Sunday 27th June 10am at St Mary’s Church

Marist Meals
This year we are continuing with Marist Meals - a pastoral care initiative. These meals are provided to
families in the school & parish community when a little extra support is needed. (e.g. a new baby,
sickness, bereavement).
If you would like to contribute, we welcome any homemade or
bought meals or baking for our freezer - located in the hall
kitchen.
Containers are available from the school office. The freezer is
looking a little bare at the moment - we'd love to fill it up again!

Our Community
College Newsletters
Marist, St Peters and St Pauls College
newsletters can be accessed using the
following links:

http://www.maristcollege.school.nz/WebSpace/925/
http://www.st-peters.school.nz/newsletters
http://www.stpaulscollege.co.nz
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Metro Football Open Day
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Nurse Jacqui’s Mother/Daughter Workshop
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