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Kia ora, Ni hao, Dobar dan, Malo e leilei, Hola, Konnichiwa, Talofa, Namaste, Chão, Vannakkam,
Kamusta, Hello!

Last year was a surprise for all of us as we first met Covid and we
worked through the year with a number of lockdowns, a change to how
we learnt and a change in so many other ways. Plenty of new learning
took place at home and school….but we worked through it, hoping that
2021 would be a new, settled year as we continued to ‘Grow Our Place to Call Home’.
2021 has thrown us even more curve balls as we have experienced a lengthy lockdown in Tāmaki
Makaurau and juggled the regulations around reopening school. I am so proud of each and every one
of you--the Marist whānau---children, teachers, parents, families and the wider community. We have
exhibited our Marist Values of Aroha, Hautoa & Ngakau Mahaki and grown in resilience as we have
met & adapted to the challenges of the last two terms.
The learning that has come from home and school has been outstanding and the heart felt student
and whānau end of year report reflections provide us with evidence that ‘together we can do
anything.’ I know it hasn’t been easy and everyone's situation is so different but being a part of the
Marist community has meant that there is always someone there to reach out to.
Last year we thought there would be no other like it but this year has kicked that out of the park. The
length of this lockdown, not being able to physically engage with our tāmariki and families and
watching the Delta variant cases grow have been so hard. We have missed out yet again on our

Cultural Week, special liturgical celebrations, School/Parish Masses, sporting events and the usual end
of year celebrations.
But what have we gained--apart from weight with all of that home baking? This is a question worth
reflecting on and one I wrote about last year too. What learning did you take from 2020 into this 2021
and what will you now take into 2022? What will our new year hold?
There are so many things to be grateful for this year but most of all I am grateful for te tangata (the
people).
Huge thank yous must go to our amazingly, adaptable, committed, passionate staff. Without your
mahi while juggling the lockdown demands within your own families we would not have finished the
year so positively. Each one of you has given of your all and beyond, for our Marist tāmariki & whānau-rest well my friends, have a fabulous well-deserved break.
To Christine & Janet once again we dealt with curve balls as they hit our desks, especially this final
term of 2021. I am so lucky to work with you, each of us has different skills and we compliment each
other beautifully--thank you!
To Father Carlos, the Parish Office Ladies, Caring Committee and the wonderful Parishioners--thank
you for staying connected during lockdown, thank you for caring for so many especially over the last
few months. Your tireless commitment to the needs of others is humbling and we are blessed to call St
Mary’s Parish our home.
To Cath Gilchrist, our wonderful BOT Chair. Thank you Cath for your continuing support of us all and
your wisdom. For always being there as a colleague and friend.
To the BOT, this has been a difficult year but you have been really encouraging of myself and our staff
as we continue to navigate the changes that Covid continues to bring. Your willingness to attend
Zooms after long working days was greatly appreciated. We farewell from the BOT Lisa Hyde as she
and her family relocate. Thank you Lisa for your passion and commitment for Catholic Education as a
proprietor's representative and parishioner. We will miss you!
To the PTFA, another year of disrupted fundraising and fun community events. Thank you for who you
are and your continuing support for the Marist School Community. You are an incredible group of
people and I thank you on behalf of our whole community. Hopefully early on in 2022 we will gather for
fun community celebrations. Thank You!
To our Marist families--thank you for being flexible, kind, encouraging, supportive and affirming. Thank
you for your commitment to your child/rens learning from home..I know it has been challenging but
without your partnership our children wouldn’t have done as well as they have. We are blessed to have
families who value not only education but others and I thank you for your ongoing support & aroha.
We look forward to opening up fully next year, lots of prayers!!
To the children of Marist School you are the reason we get up each morning. When we went into
lockdown & I realised that it would be awhile before we physically saw you again, I was really sad.
Being able to open the school, albeit in a different manner, has been a joy--even though we couldn’t
give out hugs! I am so proud of your resilience, your work ethic and I have loved seeing you on Zooms.
I wish you all a blessed and holy Christmas remembering that Jesus is the reason for this special
season and a hopeful New Year.

Nga manaakitanga katoa a te Atua

All God's Blessings
Carolynn

GOODBYE YEAR 6

Unfortunately we couldn't hold our Leavers Liturgy as we normally would, but we were able to have
lovely liturgy outside with our Year 6's, staff and Year 5 children - link below. Enjoy!

Leavers Liturgy 20…

drive.google.com

2022 TERM DATES
2022 Term 1 Dates - important dates for your calendars!
Staff Only Days: As part of our collective agreement the Ministry
allocated a number of 'Staff Only Professional Development' Days over 3
years. With the disruptions throughout 2020/21 we have three
remaining days to use prior to mid June.
Term 1 begins: Wednesday 2nd February
Term 1 ends: Thursday 14th April

End of Term 4 2021:
End of Year for Chavoin & Pompallier - 14 December - 3pm
End of Year for Austin, Bernard, Year 0 & 6 - 15 December - 12.30pm
See the full calendar on the Marist School website by clicking the link below

OUR WEBSITE

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
Please keep in your thoughts and prayers at this time those who have
lost loved ones. We continue to pray for those in our community who are
unwell or suffering at the moment.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PTFA

At our last meeting in August, we never saw 100 days in lockdown coming! Sadly this has meant a
number of normal events have been missed including the whole school disco (which will now be held in
Term 1 next year), multiple sausage sizzles, what was to be our first ever Colour Fun Run event, and
our usual end of year dinner.
We have several PTFA members moving on at the end of this year so we would love to see some new
members join the PTFA! There are many many different ways that the PTFA supports the school, and
you can choose to help in whatever capacity best suits you. It would be a shame to have to stop any
of the great events, activities, new entrant welcome packs and monetary support that the Marist PTFA
provides for our children and school community….so we need YOU in 2022 !
If you would like to know more about how you can help or more detail on what the PTFA does, please
contact either Jacqui on jacqui.ivicevich@delegat.com or Sinead on hartsinead77@gmail.com.

ANNUAL GOLF DAY
The 2022 PTFA Marist School Annual Golf Day will be held on Friday
the 4th March! Put it in the diary now - it's a fantastic day out and a
great fundraiser for the school!

CELEBRATION FOR FATHER CARLO
St Mary's Parish will be celebrating the 11th Anniversary of Father Carlo's Ordination after 10am mass
on 19th December. Everyone welcome - please bring a plate.

HELP! THE FOODBANK NEEDS DONATIONS
St Mary's Parish Foodbank is feeding nearly 2000 a month. PLEASE remember them when you are
shopping - they are in desperate need of donations! Anything you can contribute will be very much
appreciated.
There is a box on the front porch of the presbytery.
Meals for the freezer are also gratefully welcomed. These can be dropped directly into the freezer in
the presbytery garage - just enter through the side door.
Thank you so much for your ongoing support!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Wishing everyone who has had a birthday over the last week, or who has a birthday coming up in the
next few weeks, lots of love, joy, happiness, and good health for the year ahead. Happy Birthday!!!
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Dutch Happy Birtd…

drive.google.com

WHAT WE'VE BEEN UP TO
GINVING BACK
Mariana, Mary-Rose, Rosamaria, Joseph and their younger siblings have
been exploring living like saints for others.
They have:
Collected gifts for the St Mary’s Jesse Tree
Collected food for the food bank
Made 250 cards for all the residents at a retirement home.
Made crosses for the religious who live there
Made Christmas cards and crosses for the Marist Sisters
Done service hours in the garden to raise funds for others
Congratulations! You have worked so hard and all have truly shown living in the Marist way.

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING

Rocking around the

The highest newspaper

Christmas Tree!

Christmas Tree!

Snoopy's Christmas

Indie's amazing Mythical Creature!

OUR COMMUNITY
CANS FOR CHRISTMAS 2021
We are currently on $8,440 - Our target is $10,000.
This would help St Vincent de Paul out hugely in a time where they are
helping all our communities.
Our collection will close on Wednesday 15th December 2021
Donations can be made through the Give-A-Little link below:
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/2021-collection

YMCA HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
YMCA school holiday programme is now available! Check the
programme out and book online at:
https://bit.ly/3cKktEG

https://www.ymca…

www.ymcaauckland.org.nz

Contact Us
14 Kitenui Avenue, Mount Alber…

admin@marist.school.nz

09 846 7408

marist.school.nz/

