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It has been wonderful to welcome back our children for a few weeks before the Christmas break! So
much amazing work is being done, and fun is being had, that we have put together this seperate 'What
We've Been Up To' bumper Newsflash celebrating all our children's recent hard work! Enjoy!

By Eli (Hub 2)

By Pippa (Hub 2)

BIG DAY IN!
Covid 19 might have stopped us having having the Year 6 Big Day Out - but it didn't stop us having a
fantastic BIG DAY IN!!!!! Well done Year 6 - you deserve it!

Father Carlo v Luk…
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HUB 5
HAVING FUN AT SCHOOL
Hub 5 are enjoying being back at school and doing lots of different things with their friends.
Chasing bubbles on a windy, sunny day was lots of fun!
We were all tired after running around the field and trying to catch as many bubbles as we could.

DISCOVERY TIME!
Hub 5 learning through play....lots of creativity here!

HUB 4

Rosamaria's beautiful Kandinsky painting

MY LOCKDOWN MEMORIES
In the lockdown I did many activities with Mum, Dad and my brother. We
helped Mum to make pancakes, cookies and cupcakes. We also went for
long walks and cycle rides and we helped Mum to plant vegetables and
flowers. I missed my school friends very much. I did my homework and
drew lots of pictures.
By Rhea

FACTS ABOUT TIGERS
Tigers are the biggest cats. They are carnivores. They are
endangered. They can camouflage in tall grass and dry leaves. I
have real size tiger. His name is Jazz.

By Jake

Anna, Pamela, Danica and Harvey with their amazing Advent wreaths!

HUB 3
DOODLE ART

HUB 2

QUICKSAND EXPERIMENT
This term we have been learning about the properties of materials and how they can change state.
Quicksand is a soupy mixture of sand and water. We discovered Sir Isaac Newton’s theory of
Newtonion fluids (fluids that have a ‘normal’ viscosity/flow). Quicksand is a non-Newtonian fluid

because it is ‘strange’ and can behave like a solid and like a liquid. We made a hypothesis about what
we would do if we were stuck in quicksand and how we would get out: See our thinking here.
We carried out an investigation based on our hypothesis to explore the properties of non-Newtonian
fluids. We each made Oobleck which has the same properties as quicksand and explored and
observed what we noticed. We also used tools like scissors, and a paperclip to represent a person. It
was A LOT of messy fun!

Here are some of our findings:

Brooke. S

Georgia. I

Paige

We also discovered how the properties of non-Newtonian fluids have important implications. If a
house is built on certain types of clays and an earthquake puts stress on this material through the
sudden movement, the apparently solid clay can turn into a runny liquid. This is called liquefaction.

MORE SCIENCE

NOAH'S ARK

Acrostic Poem by Jayden

N o one believed Noah.
O nly Noah, his family and the animals.
A mazing ark
H eavy
S inking never
A couple of animals at a time
R ighteous man
K indest man in the world.

By Hunter

Never ever will sink!
Only Noah’s family and animal’s.
A couple of animals, 2 by 2
Heaps of love
See peace and wonder in the ark he made
All happy and grateful for Noah
Right for believing in God.
Kindness is included in everything.
By Willow

THERE IS A SEASON

A Time to Break Down & A Time to Build Up
I built a structure from lego and wooden blocks. It is a dinosaur park. I like building things. My mum
and dad make me break down my lego creations sometimes because it is time to tidy them away.

Sometimes I get to keep them built up because they are amazing. I keep
them on the top of my drawers.
By Justin

By Jayden

MYTHS & MYTHICAL CREATURES
The Black Tulip
There once was a doll in a toywork workshop named White Tulip (a
karma doll). The man running the store was 83 years old and about to let
go of life. The doll was small with neck length hair and was wearing a
bright, blue ribbon. The doll was the first doll the workshop owner made
when he was a boy. She was handmade and taken care of for 68 years and was given to his grandson
in his workshop before he passed away, as a pass on gift. He told Jackson
“This doll treats you how you treat her”.
Jackson rolled his eyes and didn't pay attention to what his grandfather was saying.
“Ugh okay” Jackson muttered “but seriously why?”
He cried out loudly,
“Am I a girl to you?!”
When Jack got home he threw the doll away in a big trash bin outside. He didn't care about the doll, he
just wanted to play outside, he kept on thinking and thinking about what a terrible last gift he had
received from his grandfather. After throwing the doll away he walked away and forgot about it. He
pretended like nothing ever happened.
Later that night when Jackson was asleep the bin where he threw out the doll began to wiggle and
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the dark corners but there was a paler shadow. It had neck length hair and a blue ribbon on her head.
It was a familiar shape of a doll… wait! It was White Tulip but it seemed she had turned black! But why
would she turn black? She turned dark like how she was treated by Jackson. The doll made her way up
to the house and climbed up Jacksons bed.
White Tulip whispered a dream that was quite familiar to him. To show what he was SUPPOSED to
listen to.
The boy dreamed about a man in a workshop. It was quite familiar to him. It was almost like his
grandfather’s. The man carefully sewed a thread along the doll's hair. The man said
“Remember this world is not a place where you do whatever you want. Treat others how you want to
be treated.” After the man spoke to his doll she was passed on to a monster. He didn’t care about
anything and forgot about it. Before Jackson could question what was happening he woke up.
Jackson woke up to a white tulip on his blanket right in front of him just like the doll but the doll was
nowhere in sight anymore.
He looked out his window and saw a trail of white petals leading to a black tulip next to the trash
where he threw the doll away. He was still wondering where the doll was but it was nowhere to be
found.
Jackson realised what the dream meant. So he planted the black tulip in return for mistreating the doll.
Inside the Black Tulip were MANY SEEDS. That way Jackson could plant an entire lifetime supply of
black tulips, And on that day Jackson treated other people how he wanted to be treated himself.
By Avedis

Arachne, By Rose (Hub 1)

Cerberus, By Giana (Hub 1)

By Aleah

The Fall of Icarus
In a faraway prison on an island there was a father and a son who
were trapped in a prison. King Minos was guarding all the harbours
so they couldn’t escape by sea so the father, Daedalus said “Then
we’ll try the sky”. He meant they would fly away from the island like a
bird. Then he gathered lots of feathers,tied them and then he used
wax to make two wings. But Daedalus had some rules for Icarus. He
said “Stay close behind me and we will get home safely and don’t fly
too high to the sun or all the wax will melt and don’t fly too low or the
sea will make your feathers soggy.” Then they leapt off like eagles.
At first Icarus stayed close to his father but then he got too excited
and flew higher and higher to the sky and closer to the sun. When
Daedalus looked back he couldn’t see Icarus. He called out his name
but he didn’t reply then he spotted a few feathers floating on the

waves below. He realized the wing had failed and Icarus had fallen
into the sea.
By Lucy

Uenuku God of rai…
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FENCE ART

Justin

Jack

Giana

HUB 1

ZOOM WITH PADMA VENKATRAMAN
Padma joined us from America to answer questions about her book 'Born Behind Bars'. We are really
enjoying reading her book this term.
It was great to meet her and find out more about her.

WHAT IS THE SAN DAMIANO CROSS?
This week Hub 1 has been learning about praying before a crucifix.
In the past people have prayed before artworks of the cross on which
Jesus was crucified. We have been learning about the San Damiano
Cross.
The story of San Damiano all started when St Francis of Assisi was
praying before a crucifix in the little falling down church of San Damiano.
In his prayer he believed he heard Jesus asking him something, ’Francis!
Repair my church. You see it is falling down’. He then thought this meant
that he had to repair the church so he did. Then he realised that he had
to build up the people of the church in faith and love.
On the crucifix Jesus’ face shows his suffering. The halo on his head shows his holiness and his glory.
At the bottom of his arms are the people who saw Jesus’ crucifixion. On the left is Mary and James, on
the right is Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and the centurion. Below Mary is the soldier
that pierced Jesus. On the right is the soldier that gave Jesus the sponge soaked in vinegar. Behind his
arms represents the empty tomb. The women with spices are seen at the end of the tomb. At the top
Jesus is ascending into Heaven and is greeted by ten angels, he is also pointing, representing the
finger of God. At the very bottom are the disciples and the apostles who witnessed Jesus’ Ascension.
I learnt that the San Damiano Cross was connected with St Francis of Assisi. I think it is important
because the art on it represents the life of Jesus. It helps us understand what Jesus has done for us.
Text by Raphael. P, Cross by Georgia

TREMENDOUS TE REO
Enjoy Charles and his Mum practicing their te reo - awesome!

Charles and his M…
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AOTEAROA PRAISE PSALMS
I think about the things you have made.
I think about all of the birds.

I think about the beautiful seas.
I praise you for making the mountains.
I praise you for making the rivers.
I praise you for all you have done.
You made the golden sands.
You made the almighty mountains.
You made the people around me.
So I give you my thanks.
By Nate

By Kristofer

By Isaac

By Azrielle

By Christopher

By Cooper

By Jackson

By Nico

By Elijah

By Vivi

